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In a country like the United Arab Emirates, full of contradictions, where press 
freedom faces multiple limitations by different organisations and a rigorous system of 
Laws, the way newspapers are forced to operate, or what they are expected to write, 
proves to be an essential source of study and knowledge. In this conjuncture, Khaleej 
Times stands out as the most read and widely expressed newspaper in the United Arab 
Emirates, reason why it was chosen as a study-case between 2016 and 2019. The 
collection of data from the website version of the Khaleej Times will allow a complete 
analysis of the news in the International panorama and the Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) countries, as well as a better understanding of the coverage that is made to 
external events and the comprehension of the different approaches from the website 
towards their different sections and components. 
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Num país como os Emirados Árabes Unidos, cheio de contradições, onde a 
liberdade de imprensa enfrenta múltiplas limitações de diferentes organizações e um 
rigoroso sistema de leis, a forma como os jornais são forçados a operar, ou o que se 
espera que escrevam, mostra-se uma essencial fonte de estudo e conhecimento. Nesta 
conjuntura, o Khaleej Times destaca-se como o jornal mais lido e difundido nos 
Emirados Árabes Unidos, motivo pelo qual foi escolhido como estudo-caso entre 2016 e 
2019. A colheita de dados no site do jornal Khaleej Times permitiu uma análise 
completa das notícias do panorama internacional e dos países do Oriente Médio e Norte 
da África (MENA), bem como um melhor entendimento da cobertura feita aos eventos 
externos e a compreensão das diferentes abordagens do site em relação às suas 
diferentes seções e componentes. 
 
Palavras-chave: Khaleej Times, Emirados Árabes Unidos, Agenda-Setting, 
Autocensura, Agencias de Comunicação, Legislação e Media, MENA. 
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Known as the dazzling city and capital of the Middle East, Dubai1 has won its 
popularity among tourists for its opponent skyline built to impress and admire as well as 
its luxury style of life. With a prominent status in the twenty-first century, the city has 
been the host of the most amazing events in the social and sports area, holder of several 
Guinness World Records and major financial business. However, beyond all the marvels 
of the city, comes a suppressed Side of Dubai, shadowed by enormous hidden scandals 
of human rights, oppressive laws and rules. 
Politically speaking Dubai and the remaining emirates are not ruled by an 
electoral democracy. Instead, the country is monitored by a hereditary controlled 
Monarchy where each Emirate has its ruler, who together forms the Federal Supreme 
Council, which is considered the highest constitutional authority in the country 
(COMBE; MELKI, 2012, p.8). The seven leaders from each Emirate elect a president 
and vice president; this last one will appoint the prime minister and the cabinet. Since 
November of 2004, the position of president is led by His Royal Highness Khalifa Bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Emir of Abu Dhabi, seconded by the Vice-President and Prime- 
Minister, headed by His Royal Highness Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Ruler of 
Dubai, since 2006. 
The Federal Authorities of the UAE are concentrated in the Federal National 
Council (FCN), formed by forty members to represent the general Emirati people: where 
the citizens of the UAE elect twenty of those members, while the rulers of each Emirate 
appoint the remaining twenty (WIEST; ELTANTAWY, 2015, p.120). Even if the 
Council is seen publicly has an organism of power, its functions are honorary, serving 
only has an advisory body, reviewing proposed laws and questioning federal 




1 After years of territorial and maritime disputes, the ratification of the General Maritime Treaty 
in 1820 lead to the Emirates territories denominated as Trucial States, to become an unofficial British 
Protectorate. Decades later, marked by political and military instability, with the British government not 
being able to administer their territories in the Arabic Peninsula, the independence of United Arab 
Emirates was declared in 1971. Six emirates joined the UAE in 1971, namely Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Ajman, 
Fujairah, Sharja, Umm Al Quwain, while the seventh and last Emirate, Ras Al Khaimah, joined the 
federation on February 1972. 
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It is essential to clarify that being a Hereditary controlled Monarchy; political 
parties are forbidden in the country. Therefore, the positions in the government are 
strongly influenced and controlled by personal favours and economic influence and 
potential. For instance, since the beginning of the formation of the FCN, the presidency 
has been headed by the ruler of the Emirates of Abu Dhabi, coincidentally the major oil 
producer in the country and the capital of the UAE (REINISH, 2019, p.10). 
The judicial system is also not independent, having their laws and rulings subject 
to inspections and analysis by the political authority. The legal system is divided into the 
Sharia-a religious law, forming part of the Islamic tradition, has exclusive jurisdiction 
over family law cases and other several criminal cases including adultery, premarital 
sex, robbery, alcohol consumption; and secular courts, which covers civil law. The  
death penalty is also legal in UAE according to Article (28) Federal Law No. (3) of  
1987 and even if the UAE Constitution officially refuses the act of torture, interestingly, 
the action of flogging is still considered legal and it is used as a punishment for a crime 
nowadays, under Sharia Law. In 2006, after a meeting presided by the judge Abdul 
Rahman Shihab Al Hamadi of the Federal Supreme Court between the committee on 
Islamic Punishments (Hudood and Qasas) and Blood money (Diya), it was stated that '' 
Punishments like stoning, flogging and other penalties under the Islamic Sharia law will 
not be annulled but rules and regulations will be introduced to allow the judge hand 
down the sentences — be it stoning, flogging or blood money— in a way that doesn't 
prejudice the provisions of the Sharia law and copes with the requirements of modern 
time”2. 
Regarding Associational and Organizational Rights those experience a limited 
freedom with their lack of permissions for strikes and freedom of expression, and 
consequences of deportation. The organisation of encounters is limited to some citizens, 
and public meetings require government permission, because all nongovernmental 
organisations (NGOs) must register with the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs 
(WIEST; ELTANTAWY, 2015, p.120). Government permits are required in all public 








As well, the fact that the UAE government has no tax system3 and a considerable 
amount of benefits towards the small percentage of Emirati citizens, especially men, 
reinforces the non-existence of any social or political opposition in the country. This 
conjuncture makes the mains cities of Abu Dhabi and Dubai even more desirable for 
new opportunities. There are then three different types citizen: on the top, the Emiratis, 
almost untouchables in the eyes of the law with a high social status; followed by the 
Expats, with actual living condition and financial prospects; and the foreign underclass, 
from countries such has Philippines, India, Bangladesh, who come to work has taxi 
drivers, builders in construction, housemaids and customer service (TOLEDO, 2013, 
p.40). Those underclass foreigners searching for better conditions than the one’s in their 
countries, are often promised with new life opportunities, but then sentenced to a life of 
forced labour, based on physical abuse, without any conditions and with the withholding 
of their passports. With the government controlling and restricting freedom and any 
form of gathering, demonstration of labour discontentment are totally inexistent. Most 
specifically, foreigner workers have no right to unions, strikes, or to protest against 
reduced salaries. Sometimes even unpaid, underrated working and living conditions, 
being subject to deportation if they disrespect the patronal entity4. 
With Islam as the official and major religion of the United Arab Emirates,  
public and religious holidays are to be taken into serious consideration, alongside with 
their guidelines. The simple consumption of food and beverages during daytime of the 
fasting Month Ramadan can lead to the imprisonment until a month and or a fine5. 
Regarding social behaviours and dress codes the United Arab Emirates Government 
Portal6 released a series of guidelines for residents and tourists. In this matter, public 
displays of affection should be minimal or non-existent, with holding hands can be 
considered acceptable, but no kissing and hugging. Also, visitors should dress  
discreetly, specifically in conservative places and public areas like shopping malls, 
while clothes should cover all main parts of the body, including shoulder and knees, 
without any transparencies. 
Same gender marriage is totally forbidden in the UAE, while a man and woman 
must be legally married to each other to get legal recognition for their child, facing jail 
 
3A Value Added Tax (VAT) OF 5% was established in 2018. 
4 https://freedomhouse.org/country/united-arab-emirates 
5 Article (313) Federal Law No. (3) of 1987 
6 https://u.ae/en 
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or deportation if conceiving a child out of marriage. Unmarried couples are also not 
allowed to live together or share a room in the UAE with all sort of Live-in relationships 
being prohibited for all citizens and residents regardless of their nationality or religion. 
The government Portal also states “The UAE Government aims to build and maintain a 
stable and consolidated Emirati family and to fortify the Emirati social and demographic 
structure, by encouraging Emirati men to marry Emirati women.”7 Concerning gender 
equality, the concept practically doesn’t exist in the society, neither in the constitution 
with a massive flaw in legal rights without social and any economic rights protected. 
Digital content is also regularly censured without any proper care or transparency, 
based only under the cybercrimes laws, making self-censorship one of the most common 
practices affecting Arab media in all countries, including the UAE. This dominated self- 
censorship has aggravated in the last years, as a result of all the dangers and legal action 
or prosecution against as retribution for published online content. National informative 
websites, mostly owned by the state, practice self-censorship in conformity with local 
decrees and unofficial red lines (REINISH, 2019, p.15). In this matter, the analise of 
Khaleej Times online data offers a range of information, which can aswer to several 
questions, such as: Which areas/countries are more proeminente in the online newspaper 
under study ; Is there a significant difference between the amount of articles written by 
news agencies and reporters in both sections; Which themes are most covered in each 
























Media Laws and Regulations in the UAE 
 
Theoretically, the UAE’s constitution provides a small freedom of speech and 
freedom of the press, however the government has historically used its judicial and 
executive powers to restrict those rights in practice. 
Established by the Federal Law number 01 in 20068, amending some provisions 
of Federal Law number 01 of 19729, the National Media Council is responsible for 
regulating and supporting all Media affairs and activities of The United Arab Emirates10. 
The institution undertakes some strict obligations and responsibilities by the Law 15 of 
198011 relating to Press and Publication. This last one is divided into nine chapters, 
having a total of 108 articles. Chapter 7 describes in 14 pieces, from section 70 to 84,  
the “Material, which is prohibited from publication.” 
The first article states immediately that “The person of the President of the 
Republic or the rulers of the Emirates may not be criticised”, being strictly prohibited 
any criticism against names like “His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, 
founding Leader of UAE; His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan; the UAE 
President and Ruler of Abu Dhabi; His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, the UAE Vice President & Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai” -  
personalities who figure in all Public Offices. 
The second section defends the respect to the regime of the country, symbols and 
political system, with the statement that “Any material which includes incitement to, and 
is harmful to Islam, or the system of Government in the country, or harms the country’s 
interests or the basic systems on which the society is founded shall be prohibited”. The 
section from 72 to 75 indicates that any material which goes against: “public morality”; 
“incites to commit crime”; the non-official release of any confidential contacts, military 
and treaties”; and the publication of any “distorted proceedings of sessions, 
deliberations, and public sessions of the tribunals or regulatory bodies of the State” will 
also be penalised and punished. 
Concerning the diplomatic relations between the United Arab Emirates and any 
other country, any information released which could prejudice any Arabic/ Muslim 
 
8 Federal Law (01) 2006 
9 Federal Law (01) 1972 
10  The Federal National Council - The Official Portal of the UAE Government’ 
<https://www.government.ae/en/about-the-uae/the-uae-government/the-federal-national-council-> 
11 UAE: Press and Publications Act (1980) 
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country, is also under consideration in Section 76, by stating that Material “containing 
shameful information on the person of the President of an Arab/Muslim country or a 
country with friendly ties may not be published. Material which may threaten the ties of 
our country with Arab, Muslim or friendly countries shall also be prohibited”, therefore 
including the twenty-two official Arab countries of the Arab League. The same applies 
to the Arab and heritage civilisation by declaring, on section 77, that all “Material which 
causes an injustice to Arabs or constitutes a misrepresentation of Arab civilisation or 
heritage may not be published”. It is also important to mention that Section 78 states that 
the release of any information concerning criminal investigation, which has been 
declared private by a judge or announced, has prohibited by Public Prosecution are also 
illegal. The following Section concerning the “Personal and the Public Sphere” states 
that “News, photographs, comments relating to the secrets of the private or family life of 
individuals may not be published” or any towards that person, for non-release of 
information is not permitted. Section 81 refers to the act of “Forging, fabricating 
documents or presenting incorrect news (...) documents which are falsely attributed to 
others may not be published”. The influence of any information towards the economic 
and financial situation of a country is also cited in section 81 “Material which harms the 
national currency or causes confusion over the economic situation in a country may not 
be published”. The following sections state that no Newsletters or Advertisements may 
violate in any way “public morals”, while medical and pharmaceutical advertisements 
needs a specific authorisation. 
A very interesting point is mentioned in Section 84, stating that “Slandering the 
work of a public official, a person having a public prosecution function, or a person who 
is in charge of public service shall not be allowed”. The violation of section 71 to 84 
comprises severe penalties that include detention from one month to six months and a 
fine from 100 dirhams to 5000 dirhams, or either these two penalties together. 
It is important to bear in mind that, according to Chapter 8-Penalties, in section 
86, “The tribunal shall have the right to suspend a newspaper, or close down an 
entertainment hall as the case may be for a maximum period of one month”. The 
situation gets even more severe in case of a violation of section 70 - the non-criticism of 
the UAE’s President and Vice President - by having section 89 stating the imprisonment 
from six months to two years and/or a fine from 5000 to 20000 dirhams. This penalty 
will include not only the writer but also the editor and chief, and the possibility of 
suspending the paper for a maximum period of six months. This system of laws declares 
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on the same chapter in article 98 that “The press is free within the limits set by the law 
and it is prohibited to suspend activities or close down newspapers by administrative 
means unless the press defames Islamic beliefs or incites hatred against the system of 
ruling”. Consequently, journalists often practise self-censorship with the fear of going to 
jail and paying fines, while the main media offices frequently publish government 
statements without criticism or comment. The same happens with textbooks and 
curriculums in both public and private schools, which are often censored by the Ministry 
of Education with limited Academic freedom. 
According to the already stated Media Law of 198012 there are specific and quite 
emblematical requirements that need to be met to become the owner of a newspaper. 
Those same rules are then determined in Chapter 4 - On newspapers, periodic 
publications, and news agencies - in article number 25, stating that: “He shall be a UAE 
national”; “He shall not be less than 25 years of age”; “He Shall be fully competent”; 
“He shall be of good conduct and behaviour”; “He shall not have been previously 
convicted for an offence involving moral turpitude, or unless he has been acquitted or 
the proper authority has restored his moral standing”. There are also several legal 
restrictions to become a journalist for the official news outlets. Articles 26 to 29 state 
that journalists need to have: minimum studies, at least college; obligatory membership 
in a journalism association; as well as an approved license by the government. Articles 
31 to 35 also stipulate that the name and nationalities of the editors must be declared to 
the government; mentioning a financial deposit of 50.000 dhs to cover “settlement of 
fines imposed by the provisions of this law or any other law” by the applicants. 
Over the years the Government remains to apply an oppressive press law. The 
FNC proposed a new “regulation of media activities”13 in 2009 that would replace the 
1980 press code, though it has not yet been passed into law. While the proposed 
legislation would no longer make accused journalists go to jail, they would receive fines 
up to four million dirhams for publishing “misleading” articles “in a manner that harms 
the country’s reputation, foreign relations or obligations or defaces its national identity” 
or that “harms the country’s National Economy”, also forcing journalists to reveal their 




12 Publications and Publishing Law 1980, 25. 




through subsidies or with close government affiliations where the official view is 
focused on local issues. 
The same happens with Telecommunications, where the two internet-service 
providers, Etisalat and Du, are both operated and owned by state corporations14. 
Although officially the Government defends only censoring pornographic sites and 
gambling sites - according to article 17 of Federal law 5 of 201215, subject to 
imprisonment or the payment of fines from 250.000 to 500.000 dirhams - the list of 
online censorship covers many more websites, that violate “religious, cultural, political, 
and moral values of the country”, like LGBT content, dating sites or political blogs. 
Several websites were closed in the last few years, ending up almost every time with the 
owner of the website in jail (REINISCH, 2019, p.11). Even so, the high-profile figures 
of Government try to manipulate the international audience by allowing some freedom 
to English-language sites to avoid deteriorating the Image of “Oasis of the Middle-East”. 
The Government also kept banning a range of Articles, News and Internet Websites. In 
February 2010, authorities began blocking access to the popular site Hewar, an Internet 
forum for social and political matters inside of the UAE, suspended entirely in 2017 
(AL-JABER; ELARESHI, 2014, p.20). 
 
-The Arab Spring and the repercussions in the Cybercrime Laws 
 
 
The year of 2012 marks significant changes in the cybercrime laws lead by the 
worldwide know movement "Arab Spring" (GHANNAM, 2011, p.6). That event started 
in the early months of 2011, when the masses experienced a succession of turbulent 
occurrences in North Africa and the Middle East. Those protests, occurred first in 
Tunisia, followed by Egypt and then a sequence of other Arab states, namely Libya, 
Yemen, Morocco, Oman, Algeria, Bahrain, as well as Lebanon, Syria, Iran and some 
attempts in Saudi Arabia. They demanded an end to corruption, improved living 
conditions, democracy, and the protection of human rights, challenging the repressive, 
anti-democratic nature of these regimes. The protests were received all over those 
countries with enormous violence, constant arrests and military response. In Saudi 
Arabia, promises of reforms where made, as well as economic bribes looking to make 
 
14 Maher Chmaytelli, “Etisalat Plans to Allow Foreigners ‘Soon,’ Khaleej Says,” Bloomberg Business, 
July 29, 2012, http://bloom.bg/1NJ7wdM. 
15 Federal law (5) 2012 
9  
the general discontent disappear (COTTLE, 2011, p.647-659). Both Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates offered military help to Bahrain to disperse the peaceful 
protests on going, while at the same time images and videos of oppressive violence from 
governments against their activists, alongside with reports of abduction and torture 
across numerous Arab states (CHRISTENSEN, 2013, p. 267–270). With those 
occurrences the Arab Spring transformed itself into a meta-event, opening a series of 
intense and powerful debates through global popular communication networks. 
(COTTLE, 2011, p.647-659) 
The Cybercrime that comprehends the UAE laws and decisions concerning 
activities conducted online and criminalises the use of the internet to violate a series of 
transgressions against the norms defended by the constitution also came to deteriorate 
the lack of freedom of speech in websites and online platforms. The new Federal Law 5 
of 201216, focused on facing some of these Cybercrimes, combines a total of 51 articles 
that determine the offences and punishments of using an online platform. For instance, 
article 24 states that the act of using a computer network who "would promote or praise 
any programs or ideas which would prompt riot, hatred, racism, sectarianism, or damage 
the national unity or social peace or prejudice the public order and public morals" would 
be considered a crime punished with a fine from 500.00 dirhams up to 1.000.000 
dirhams. According to article 29, irony would not be tolerated if directed to national 
figures by stating that they "Shall be punished (...) whoever publishes information, news 
(...) to make sarcasm or damage the reputation, prestige or stature of the State or any of 
its institutions or its president, vice-president, any of the rulers of the Emirates, their 
crown princes, or the deputy rulers of the Emirates, the State flag, the national peace, its 
logo, national anthem or any of its symbols" being punished by jail and the payment of 
fines up to 1.000.000 dirhams. Consequently, article 41 from the new Federal law 5 of 
2012 makes it possible for the government to close websites. 
The anti-terrorism law, passed in August 201417, increased, even more, the 
severity of the cybercrime norms with the fear that critical journalism could be punished 
as a form of terrorism. It is important to note the new regulations, determined in July 
2017, declaring the use of Virtual Private Network (VPN) punishable by Law. 
At the end of 2017, the Telecommunications Regulatory Authority (TRA) 
publicly stated that 2,256 websites were blocked during the first six months of that year. 
16 Federal law (5) 2012 
17 Federal law (7) 2014 
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In 2018 those numbers decreased reasonably, with 1,666 websites being stopped during 
that same period. Supposedly, 47.6% of the websites were blocked due to pornographic 
subject, 28% for scams and fraud, and the remaining percentage for drugs, piracy, 
terrorism, and other “illegal activities”18. The UAE government also blocked a new 
settled website named Al Estiklal as a result of their direct critical to several of political 
regimes in the region 19. Specific contents at social networking, such as Facebook, 
Twitter and Youtube were also censored by the TRA. For instance, according to the 
Facebook Official Transparency page in the UAE from the second half of 2017, several 
contents were restricted after being reported by the TRA, due to allegedly Hate speech 
and criticism towards members of the royal family, which is against local laws20. 
There is no opening or space for political or other delicate issues. In an interview 
in December of 2011 with CNN, Sheikh Mohammed Al Rasheed spoke regarding the 
media environment “As long as [media] don’t say something wrong about a person or 
whatever it is, they can say whatever they want.” The Vice-President and Prime- 
Minister in the UAE also stated “As long as you don’t step on somebody else, then you 
are free to do what you like,”21. 
Several other websites were censored due to criticism of the UAE Government, 
including in 2015 the English new site named “Middle East Eye”, based in the United 
Kingdom22. The reveal of the government rigid and abusive censorship practises and 
lack of human rights made not only the “Middle East Eye” to be blocked, but also the 
New Arab, also based in the United Kingdom but funded by a Qatari, without 
explanation23. As a result of the Qatar diplomatic crises in 2017 - where Qatar was 
 
 







accused of allegedly supporting terrorist groups - authorities blocked several Qatari 
Media sites, namely the Al Jazeera Live24. 
In August of 2018, three articles in Cybercrime law were amended, namely 
article 26 which would impose more severe fines from 2 to 4 million dirhams, alongside 
with 10 to 25 years in prison for enabling communication between terrorist groups or 
any other “unauthorized group.” The same amendments also stipulate 5 years 
imprisonment and a fine between 500,000 to 1 million dirhams for instigation of hate. 
The additional amendments are related to national safety state interest, in article 28, 
while article 42 specifies the deportation of foreigners. New Media Council decreed in 
March 201825 that Social Influencers would also need to acquire a license under New 
Media rules. The year of 2019 also registered some changes, with the Vice-President 
and Prime Minister of the UAE stating a list of ten guidelines for social media users 
declared illegal under the cybercrime law, such as: denigrate or disrespecting others; 
breach of privacy; unauthorized videos of people and its publishing; spreading fake  
news and rumours; misleading personal information; bribery and threats; creating 
websites or accounts that violate local laws; encourage immoral acts; posting work- 
related confidential information and creating or regulating websites or accounts to 
































The development of new forms of communication and information creates new 
investigations for the social sciences, covering the term of Agenda-Setting. Maxwell 
McCombs and Donald Shaw formally created this term in the 70’s (MCCOMBS; 
SHAW, 1972, p.176) by interpreting the theory that some news are purposely written 
and shown, almost metaphorically organized in an agenda, to affect the way the public 
think and talk about a certain subject. Trough the use of repetitive words and comments, 
the accessible information to the public become, consequently, more present in their 
heads and ideas. This type of social theory has been seen in several affairs, such as 
presidential elections, that are, more recently, connected with the social media. Lots of 
governments and big cooperation’s have been criticized for manipulating the public 
through the news. With the development of the Internet and online newspapers and 
platforms, agenda setting is even more present in the news business. The possibility of 
the Media to concentrate the nation’s attention on a specific public issue, and the 
consequence influence of the public agenda, is a massive source of power (MCCOMBS; 
REYNOLDS, 2002, p. 253). 
The original study of the agenda setting was conducted in Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina, during the month of the 1968 U.S. presidential election, where voters were 
asked to name the most important issues of the day. In this first study aiming to examine 
agenda setting influence, the voter responses closely reflected the pattern of news 
coverage during the previous month in the mix of newspapers, network television news, 
and news magazines available to them. According to Shaw and McCombs, this  
influence is not a direct consequence of the manipulation from high placed Institutions, 
neither armful to the concept of democracy; instead it is the result of intense and 
complex mediation of agendas between political elites and journalists. (MCCOMBS; 
SHAW, 1972, p.180). The Agenda setting research methodology included the 
correlation of two different measures: a systematic analysis of media content, and public 
opinion surveys. Even if the use of this combined technics is commonly used presently, 
in the beginning of 70s this method was totally innovative. Following researches that 
covered longer periods of time, beside only a month, such as the nine-wave panel study 
during the 1976 U.S. presidential election, demonstrated as well the strong agenda 
setting effects among the public (WEAVER, GRABER, MCCOMBS, EYAL, 1981, 
p.82). Their research established a near correlation of +.78 between the issues that the 
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public deemed most important and the issues that media were making most prominent in 
the Chapel Hill’s media outlets. (LIPPMANN, 1922, p.29). Walter Lippmann in 1922, a 
renowned American journalist, in his publication Public Opinion, conceived the main 
framework that served as an influence for the establishment of the concept agenda 
setting. Alongside with one of its most prominent chapters “The World Outside and the 
Pictures in Our Heads”, Lippmann argues that the public mental image of politics and 
public affairs is determined by the news media. The possibility of inaccurate and 
distorted mental image is not taking into consideration, since the majority of public sees 
them as accurate reflections of the real world. In this matter the world is massively  
based on what the media decide to communicate, being culminated into a system where 
media preferences strongly influence the priorities of the public, therefore particularities 
that are prevalent on the media agenda become prevalent in the public mind. Following 
the studies from Lippmann, Bernard Cohen (1963, p.13) analysed the effects of the press 
in 1963 and stated that "may not be successful much of the time in telling people what to 
think, but it is stunningly successful in telling its readers what to think about. The world 
will look different to different people”. Cohen wasn’t the only researcher who studied 
the press success in telling readers what to think about. 
The examination of the agenda setting predominance of the news media on the 
public has been mostly directed on public issues, considering the correlation between the 
prominence of subjects on the media agenda and the prominence relative to those same 
subjects on the subsequent public agenda .The agenda of a news organization is 
determined in its mode of coverage on public issues over a specific period of time, 
namely a week, a month, or an entire year, with some of the subjects being highlighted, 
some receiving light mentioning, and many of them being sporadically or hardly 
covered. These agenda is then presented to the public as an outcome of innumerable 
decisions by various journalists and their supervisors concerning the issues to be 
considered (MCCOMBS, 2008, p.11) 
The public agenda can be designated as the focus of public attention, depending 
mostly in one long and simple question towards public opinion “What is the most 
important problem facing this country today?”. The effects of the news media are not 
only defined by the primary action of concentrating public attention into a specific issue. 
The media influence is also extended into the communication process, people’s 
comprehension and perspective on the topics in the news. The news media not only give 
access to the people on factual information concerning public affairs, but also 
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demonstrate the importance of each topic based on the emphasis placed on it in the 
news. In this matter, newspapers and television play an important role as the providers 
of the prominence of the subjects in daily news, like the opening story on the newscast, 
for instant (MCCOMBS, 2011, p.1-22). Those are little cues that triggered the public’s 
attention to that small group of topics. 
According to the established theory -agenda setting- the items that characterize 
the agenda are named Objects, in a way that media effects on the public opinion can be 
traceable and better noticed. Every respective object has then diverse attributes, 
meaning components and features that characterize the object. Then, each object 
contains an agenda of attributes and once the public and the media consider an object, 
the attentions and emphasis given by each attribute is variable (MCCOMBS, 2008, p.5). 
The effects of the media agenda are significant when determining the public agenda, 
however other aspects need to be taken under consideration, in way that gathered 
information regarding object and attribute prominence supplied by the news media are 
not the only determinants of public agenda. According to Shaw and McCombs (1972, 
p.177) this influence, alone does not limit or confuses the basic assumption of 
democracy that the public at large have enough and adequate caution to determine the 
course of their nation. This also means that the public is quite able to determine the basic 
purpose of the topics and attributes advanced by the news media, implicating the agenda 
establish by the Media is only possible when people identify their news stories as 
relevant. In this case, the effects of the agenda setting can be interpreted by a basic 
psychological characteristic, namely the need for orientation. The need to better 
comprehend the environment in which people are surrounded by, especially if in a new 
situation where there is an uncomfortable psychological feeling, is what make the public 
wanting to explore and overcome their limitations. A perfect example of that was during 
the 1968 elections where citizens were faced with unknown candidates, referendum 
questions, or specific subjects, on which they were less than fully knowledgeable 
(MCCOMBS, 2011, p.1-22) 
It is important to refer that level of need for orientation differs enormously on 
each person or group, with some of the themes needing a higher familiarization, and 
others needing little or none, for several motives, including the lack of interest of a 
person towards specific events such as elections. This need for orientation is then dived 
into two factors, such as relevance and uncertainty (MCCOMBS, 2008, p.8). It is the 
relevance that will establish the amount of orientation needed for each person, in way 
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that the relevance and importance of a topic from an individual point of view, for instant 
a highly relevant topic will determine a high orientation. In these cases, the level of 
uncertainty will determine the agenda setting effects. In groups with high levels, the 
consumption of news will be superior and lead to a weak agenda setting effects. On the 
other hand if the level of uncertainly is low, the domain over the topic from the 
individual is quite considerable, the need for orientation will not be so necessary. In this 
cases where the relevance is high but the uncertainty low, the effects of the agenda 
setting will only be moderates, since the individual most probably wont search for 
additional information, as well as consumers of the topic. 
After the introduction of the agenda setting, hundreds of authors and researchers 
developed new ideas and studies on how the mass media primes and frames topics for 
their audiences. Ray Funkhouser (1973, p.64) also examined the agenda setting effect 
across the entire decade of the 1960s in is publication “The issues of the sixties: An 
exploratory study in the dynamics of public opinion”. By asking “What is the number 
one problem facing our country today?” concluded that media agenda drives public 
agenda, and real-world indicators are less strongly associated with issue salience and 
media attention. The researchers Siune and Borre (1975,p.56) conducted one of the most 
important studies concerning agenda setting, by analysing the role of the media in the 
Danish political campaigning. 
The agenda setting theory was subdivided by James Dearing and Everett Rogers 
into three components: media agenda setting; public agenda setting; and policy agenda 
setting, with the first two components being dependent on a specific feature (1996, 
p.560). Therefore the media agenda setting is dependent on the mass media, while the 
public agenda setting is dependent on topics in the public agenda. The policy agenda 
setting is a response for both agendas: the media and the public. The notion of salience 
is one of the most important concepts to have in mind when considering agenda setting, 
no matter which type or the several components. Despite their different definitions, each 
type of agenda setting depends on public salience of issues. This concept was one of the 
most analysed by McCombs and Shaw’ and was later defined by Dearing and Rogers as, 
“the degree to which an issue on the agenda is perceived as relatively important”. 
The agenda setting theory was also studied by Tan and Weaver (2007, p.735) in 
a longitudinal study that provided evidence to support McCombs and Shaw’s argument 
that media agenda setting can affect the Power of the Press policy. In their journalism 
paper “Agenda-Setting Effects Among the Media, the Public, and Congress, 1946- 
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2004”, Tan and Weaver studied the most prominent topics in the media. In order to do 
that, the authors evaluated data from three different sources, including: The New York 
Times, Congressional inquiries; and Gallup’s most important issues series of polls. In 
their analyses, Tan and Weaver stated “The findings regarding the ability of the media to 
set the agenda of Congress and the public are mixed. Generally speaking, media impact 
is limited to some specific issues. The international issue is one on which media can 
influence both the public and Congress within two years, which is consistent with 
previous research. In terms of the government operations issue, mass media can only 
affect the public, not Congress, and only after four years.” 
The author Elisabeth Neumann also studied the concept in 1977, particularly, the 
media effects on the spiral of silence theory, by stating “Individuals who, when 
observing their environments, notice that their own personal opinion is spreading and is 
taken over by others, will voice this opinion self-confidently in public. On the other 
hand, individuals who notice that their own opinions are losing ground will be inclined 
to adopt a more reserved attitude when expressing their opinions in public” 
(1977,p.144). 
In this way by focussing some attention to specific issues and excluding others, 
the media gives a perception to the public that some subjects benefit from more 
importance than others. Regarding this idea, the political researcher, Doris Graber stated 
in 2002 on her publication Mass Media &American Politics that “when people are asked 
which issues are most important to them personally or to their communities, their lists 
tend to correspond to cues in the news sources that they use in their communities” 
(2002, p. 207). A country's national media, which previously consisted mainly on a few 
national networks, in addition to a handful of cable news channels, and a small number 
of newspapers, now includes an increasing number of online news outlets that do a lot to 
define the public agenda and relevance concerning a series of quests. With that, a vast 
percentage of the topic with no advert originally, got a new prominent role if the rise of 
the new Media. 
Even after the release of hundreds of researches and publications, the basic idea 
of the theory remains the same: agenda setting can, not only impact in a short time 
people thoughts, but as well the way they do it. In this matter, agenda setting is referred 
as a strategy to convert certain subjects relevant by the Media, also significant to public 
opinion. These considerations demonstrate not only the importance of news medias, but 
also the powerful influence that journalism can have on nowadays society. 
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Censorship and restrains on the Freedom of the Press in the Middle 
East: a study from Freedom House and Reporters Without Borders 
(RFS) 
 
Freedom is on decline. According to the Freedom House - a United States of 
America non-governmental organisation founded in 1941 that conducts research and 
advocacy on democracy political freedom and human rights - 2019 was the 14th 
consecutive year of recession regarding global freedom. A substantial contributor for 
those numbers is the UAE democracy, which is constantly under the attack of a 
government whose prime aim and purpose is controlling every surrounding through 
restriction and censorship. Since the year of 1973, the organisation mentioned above has 
been publishing an annual report entitled “Freedom in the World” that assess the current 




 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
Civil Liberties 13/60 13/60 13/60 13/60 12/60 12/60 
Global Freedom Scores 21/100 21/100 20/100 20/100 17/100 17/100 
Political Rights 5/40 6/40 6/40 6/40 6/40 6/40 




The “Freedom in the World” status of a country or territory is determined by the 
amount of Political Rights score, on a range of 0–40, and its combined Civil Liberties 
score, on a scale of 0 to 60. The total Political Rights and Civil Liberties numbers, which 
are based on a total of questions, are then equally weighted in this calculation, resulting 
in the subsequent of this possible ranking. Regarding those questions, the ones from 
Political Rights are based on: Electoral Process; Political Pluralism and Participation; 
and Functioning of Government. While the ones from Civil Liberties relies on: Freedom 
of Expression and Belief; Associational and Organizational Rights- Rule of Law26. 
Previous to the launching of the 2020 “Freedom in the World” edition, the two 
ratings - Political Rights and Civil Liberties - had a change of scores, being then rated 




freedom, whose number would then assign a specific range. The average of those ranges 
would determine the status of Free, Partly Free, or Not Free. While that methodology is 
no longer used on the current reports is it still available in the official raw data from the 
website. From that usable data, it is possible to state that from 2014 to 2017, the UAE 
was scored with 6, and from to 2018 to 2010 was given the lowest grade of freedom, 
with 7, corresponding has Not Free. Regarding the above table, all numbers are quite 
stable, but incredibly low, with the scores from Civil Liberties scoring 13 from 2014 to 
2017, while the numbers from Political Rights increased from 5 to 6 in from 2014 to 
2015, maintaining those number in the following years. 
The same happens with the Freedom of Press created in 1980, that assesses 
numerically four different aspects in 199 countries and territories: The Press Freedom; 
the Legal Environment; the Political Environment; and the Economic Environment. 
Firstly, Press Freedom is graded from 0 to 100, with the highest score 
representing the lowest level of freedom. The same applies to the other categories. 
Analysing all the results, these have been deteriorating each year. The same happens 
with the Political Environment group, scored from 0 to 40, scoring 28 between 2013 and 
2015 and 30 in 2016/2017. 
 
 
 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
Economic environment 23/30 23/30 23/30 23/30 23/30 
Legal environment 25/30 25/30 25/30 25/30 25/30 
Political environment 28/40 28/40 28/40 30/40 30/40 
Press Freedom 76/100 76/100 76/100 78/100 78/100 
Table 2 – Freedom of the Press ratings in UAE by Freedom House 
 
 
Concerning the Legal Environment and Economic Environment, rated from 0-30, 
with both showing a steady scoring of 25 and 23, respectively, across the years. In all 
cases, it is visible that all values increase, demonstrating the reality of the country and 
the rate of freedom in their multiple aspects. 
Alongside with the “Freedom in the World” report, Freedom House also 
organises annually the “Freedom on the Net” report, which analyses the Internet and 
digital media freedom worldwide. 
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With a correlation between the masses and Internet use growing intensively, the 
dependency and trust of the users is being reinforced in the Worldwide Web. Now more 
than ever, it is crucial that online safety is not only provided but also reliable towards 
their users. Fundamental rights such as freedom of speech, information and privacy, can 
only be inherent and essential to a Liberal and Democratic System. The influence of the 
News Media in Arab Spring is a perfect example of the impact that technology can have 
even in closed regimes. Just like Influence, Technology can also be used as a diffuser of 
information and a space to share ideas but can also be used as a weapon and a 
surveillance measure for authorities to manipulate public opinion, and spread fear in the 
online sphere. As a direct need for personal rights, “Freedom on the Net” assess the 
level of freedom in each country to determine menaces to individual rights online and a 
chance for positive development. The annual report evaluates the approach used by the 
government around the world to limit online freedom, openness and security. All 
countries are individual asset based on a methodology that includes three different 
categories. Those categories are Obstacles to Access - analyses the infrastructural and 
economic barriers to gain and claim legal access over internet service providers, and 
independence of regulatory bodies; Limits on Content - assess the legal regulations on 
content, technical filtering and blocking of websites, self-censorship, the 
vibrancy/diversity of online news media, and the use of digital tools for civic 
mobilization; Violations of User Rights - evaluate surveillance, privacy, and 
consequences for online speech and activities, such as detention, harassment, or 
cyberattacks. “Freedom on the Net” scores has been inverted to align with “Freedom in 
the World”, with each country being ranked on a scale of 100 to 0, with 100  
representing the freest conditions and 0 the least free. According to Freedom on the    
net report, the United Arab Emirates has been rated has Not Free27 since the last data 
provided, from 2016 had a score of 32, decreasing to 31 in 2017, dropping even more to 
28 in 2018. 
Founded by four journalists in the southern French city Montpellier in 1985, 
Reporters without Borders RSF is one of the world’s leading NGOs with consultative 
status with the United Nations, UNESCO, the Council of Europe and the International 
Organization of the Francophonie (OIF), which aims the defence and promotion of 
freedom of information. Based in Paris, the RSF has bureaux in ten cities, including 
 
27 Freedom of House rates their countries into three categories, namely: Free (100-70); Partly Free, (69- 
40); Not Free (39-0) 
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Brussels, Washington, Berlin, Tunis, Rio de Janeiro, Stockholm, and a network of 
correspondents in 130 countries giving RSF the capacity to mobilize support, challenge 
authorities and influence the high places where media and Internet guidelines and 
legislation are outlined28. 
Since 2002, Reporters Without Borders (RSF), has been publishing the World 
Press Freedom Index ranking180 countries and regions according to the their level of 
freedom available to journalists29. In order to compose the Index, RSF organised an 
online questionnaire with sum of 87 questions targeted at the media professionals, 
lawyers and sociologists who are asked to complete it. Each question in the 
questionnaire is interrelated to one of the six following indicators: Pluralism; Media 
independence; Environment and self-censorship; Legislative framework; Transparency; 
Infrastructure; Abuses. From 2013, the index has been scoring countries from 0 to 100, 
with 0 being the best possible score and 100 the worst. In that matter two scores are 
calculated, with the first, ScoA, being established by the first six of the seven indicators 
listed above, and the second, ScoB, combining the first six indicators with the seventh - 
abuses. A country’s final score is the greater of these two scores. This way, the method 
prevents inadequate low score, meaning a high ranking being given to countries where 
there are no records of physical violence against journalists, but where there is high 
control over access and released information30. 
As one of the most important freedoms, Freedom of information is a central and 
vital component in any democracy, however not only nearly half of the world’s 
population has no access to freely-reported news and information, but also a considered 




 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
UAE 118 / 180 120 / 180 119 / 180 119 / 180 128 / 180 133 / 180 




Since the release of the 2012 law cybercrime the United Arab Emirates have 






suffer from a massive pressure and censorship, but also have to face the possibility of 
colossal fines and long jail terms. The arrest of the blogger Ahmed Mansoor in March 
2017 took international proportions after a sentence of 10 years and a fine of 1 million 
dirhams on a charge of posting “false information, rumours and lies” leading to the 
damage of the UAE’s reputation31. According to the RSF, the UAE had a moderate 
oscillation of rankings between 2014 and 2017, however descending from 119 to 128 in 
















































Arab media regulations: the meaning of freedom in the laws of six 
Arabian Peninsula countries 
 
It is important to note that changing regulations that aimed to control and limit 
fundamental rights, such as freedom of speech, happened not only in the UAE but also 
in other countries from the Middle East and North Africa region (MENA). The Media is 
continuously being controlled by a massive political and legal restraint, evident not only 
in the UAE but in the rest of the Arab World as well (DUFFY, 2014, p.23). Countries 
like Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and Yemen, have been facing extreme 
pressure from a set of strict laws reviewed in this last decade, only to magnify the 
circumstances. Those would not only increase the oppressive and the climate of fear 
experienced in those countries but would lead to more active and colossal self- 
censorship, not just in the Press but in the Social Media 
The Legal Systems also forbid any views or independent concerns, with the 
primary purpose of censoring and undermine any criticism or defamation of the political 
leaders and their families. The same happens with any opinion about the Political 
System and Religion of Islam with the consequence of imprisonment for criminal 
offences, where freedom of the press, in most of those countries, being considered 
accepted within limits set by the law (AL-JABER; ELARESHI, 2014, p.113). 
 
 
 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
Bahrain 16/100 15/100 14/100 12/100 12/100 12/100 
Kuwait 39/100 37/100 36/100 36/100 36/100 36/100 
Oman 26/100 26/100 25/100 25/100 23/100 23/100 
Qatar 28/100 28/100 27/100 26/100 24/100 25/100 
Saudi Arabia 10/100 10/100 10/100 10/100 7/100 7/100 
Yemen 26/100 25/100 17/100 14/100 13/100 11/100 
Table 4 – Global Freedom scores by Freedom House 
 
 
According to the “Global Freedom Scores” from Freedom House website that 
has being referred above, only Kuwait holds a Partly free classification, while all the 
remaining are considered Not free. All of the mentioned countries, without exception 
had their numbers dropping from 2014 until 2019. In this matter, Saudi Arabia alongside 
with Bahrain are the countries with the lowest overall result, not only from the MENA 
area but as well if compared to the rest of the world, having only countries such as North 
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Korea, South Sudan and Turkmenistan with a lower rank. Both of these countries 
represent two of the most repressive states in the Middle East, especially since the 
unleashing of several protest movements seeking democracy, in Bahrain, in 2011, which 
led to the elimination of numerous rights and freedoms by the monarchy. Concerning 
Saudi Arabia, its absolute monarchy leaves no space for any rights and liberties. In a 
country where women and minorities have no rights, fear and control are key words of 
their everyday. Underlining this, the term "Right" does not appear even once in the 
Media Laws of the country. On the other hand, as a result of the Civil War triggered in 
2015, Yemen was the country with the most accentuates descent of ranks, having a  
value of 26, ending up 11 in 2019. 
 
 
 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
Bahrain 163/180 163 /180 162/180 164/180 166/180 167 /180 
Kuwait 91 /180 90 /180 103 /180 104 /180 105 /180 108 /180 
Oman 134 /180 127 /180 125 /180 126 /180 127 /180 132 /180 
Qatar 113 /180 115 /180 117 /180 123 /180 125 /180 128 /180 
Saudi Arabia 164 /180 164 /180 165 /180 168 /180 169 /180 172 /180 
Yemen 167 /180 168 /180 170 /180 166 /180 167 /180 168 /180 





Bahrain was ruled for more than 150 years by the British Empire until it got his 
independence in 1971 (AL-BAHARNA, 1968, p.31). Years after there independence, 
Bahrain ratified its first official Constitution in 1973, being abrogated after only two 
years. In 2002, under the reign of Sheikh Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, a new constitution 
was promulgated with a total of six chapters. Article 19 from Chapter III- Public Rights 
and Duties, guarantees personal freedom under the Law, declaring under article 23 that 
“Freedom of opinion and scientific research is guaranteed. Everyone has the right to 
express his opinion and publish it by word of mouth, in writing or otherwise under the 
rules and conditions laid down by law”. Those freedoms are further extended to printed 
material in article 24, by stating “The freedom of the press, printing and publishing is 
guaranteed under the rules and conditions laid down by the law”. 
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The freedoms “laid down by the law” which are guaranteed by the constitution 
are then questioned in the Penal Code ratified in 197632, comprising a sum of restrictions 
and punishments, especially in Part II, Chapter 2 - Offences affecting Internal State 
Security. According to article 165, whoever “expressly incites others to develop hatred 
or hostility towards the system of government”, shall be imprisoned, without specifying 
the duration. As well article 168 declares that “any person who deliberately disseminates 
false reports, statements or malicious rumours, or produces any publicity seeking to 
damage public security, terrorize the population or cause damage to the public interest” 
shall be imprisoned for a period until two years. 
The freedom theoretically guaranteed in Constitutions, is also questioned in Part 
III, Chapter 3- Crimes against Constitutional Institutions of the Penal Code. Article 214 
states the Offences directed to the King or Country will also not be tolerated “A prison 
sentence shall be the penalty for any person who offends the Amir of the country, the 
national flag or emblem”. The imprisonment up to two years or a fine will also be 
applied in article 215 for those who “offend in public a foreign country or on 
international organization based in the State of Bahrain or its president or 
representative”. The same principal applies in article 2016, regarding National 
Assembly, stating “A person shall be liable for imprisonment or payment of a fine if he 
offends, by any method of expression the National Assembly, or other constitutional 
institutions, the army, law courts, authorities or government agencies”. The punishment 
for disclosing information is also referred in this chapter, namely in article 217 “A 
punishment of imprisonment or a fine shall be inflicted upon any person who releases by 
way of publication details of the deliberations at closed meetings of the National 
Assembly”. Like other GCC countries, Bahrain’s penal code contains language that can 
affect journalists but it doesn’t address the profession directly. 
In 2002, the Bahrain government also revised its 1979 press law33. With a sum of 
96 articles, the Press Law begins to state in their first article that “Each and every human 
has the right to express his/her opinion and publish it through words or writing etc. 
according to the terms and conditions stipulated in this law, all of which notwithstanding 
the fundamentals of Islamic creed and the people's unity, and avoiding any divisionism 
or sectarianism”. Even with a stated right to express an opinion the Press Law contains a 
 
32 Bahrain penal code (1976) 
33 Press and Publication Law, DECREE BY LAW NO (47) (2002) 
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total of 17 different categories of offenses, with most of them being punishable with a 
fine up to 2000 Dinnars. Article 68 from Chapter Six - Criminal Responsibility -, 
demonstrates perfectly the flaws and limitations of the liberties and rights in the media 
Law, by declaring the four offences punishable by jailed up to 5 years, namely: 
Violation against the country's official religion in its constituents and pillars with 
criticism; Criticizing the king or holding him responsible for any of the government's 
actions; Instigating the conducting of the crime of killing, mugging, arson or any crime 
against state security if no result is based on his instigation; Instigation the overthrowing 
of regime or its change. 
Under the government of the Khalifa royal family basically since 1783, Bahrain 
has been increasing control and censorship in the Media from 2011 onwards, especially 
after the uprisings by the Shia opposition in the east of the country. The fear of the 
regime being overthrown contributes to the intensification of oppression and 
imprisonment of journalists. Furthermore journalists face obstacles to the renewing of 
their credentials as well as the possibility of being deprived of their citizenship34. 
According to RFS, Bahrain ranking has been oscillating from 162 to 167, reaching its 
best value in 2016. However, the numbers have been decreasing since then, coming 





As GCC nation, Kuwait was also under the jurisdiction of the British Empire 
until 1961, year that also registers the creation of there Constitution, becoming effective 
the year afterwards (ANSCOMBE, 1997, p.2). Regarding Freedom of Opinion and 
Expression article 36 states that “Freedom of opinion and of scientific research is 
guaranteed. Every person has the right to express and propagate his opinion verbally, in 
writing, or otherwise, in accordance with the conditions and procedures specified by 
law” while articled 37 referring to Freedom of the Press declares “is guaranteed in 
accordance with the conditions and manner specified by law”. Kuwait partially free 
press status, according to Freedom House, can be associated to its Constitution  
alongside with the reforms established following the liberation of Kuwait after the 
invasion of Iraqi forces. Opposite to the remaining GCC nations, Kuwait boasts certain 
34 https://rsf.org/en/bahrain 
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privately owned newspapers that enjoy freedom for open discussions and expression of 
opinions. The nation also benefits from an active Parliament where many ideas are 
openly and freely discussed. 
Even with those features, Kuwait’s penal code35 outlines a series of restrictions 
for freedom of expression, namely in article 16, regarding defamation, punishing any act 
that harms the “reputation, dignity or standing of any person”. Article 111 punishes until 
one year imprisonment, those which “opinion include sarcasm, contempt, or belittling of 
a religion or a religious school of thought, whether by defamation of its belief system or 
its traditions or its rituals or its instructions”. Article 204, as well, sentences up to three 
years in jail anyone who “prints or sells or distributes or exhibits pictures or drawings or 
forms of anything immoral”. 
The 2006 Press and Publications Law36, also counts with a vast number of 
articles that limits Freedom of Press, even if theoretically it is guaranteed in article 1 
“accordance with the provisions of this Law”, as well as the refuse of censorship in 
article 8 “The newspaper shall not be subject to any prior censorship”. Some of the most 
important specifications are referred in Section Three - Matters Prohibited from 
Publishing in the Print or the Newspaper and the Penalties. For instant article 19 forbids 
any mention of religions matters such as “God, the Holy, Quran, Prophets, the Noble 
Companions of Prophet Muhammad, Wives of the Prophet (…)”. Criticisms towards the 
ruler of Kuwait are also prohibited, according to article 20 “No challenge may be made 
to the person of the Country’s Emir of the State of Kuwait by criticism, and no statement 
shall be attributed to him except by a special written permission from the Emiri Diwan”. 
A vast number of materials is also prohibited to publish in article 21, such as “Disdain or 
contempt the Constitution of the State”. On the other hand, article 27 establishes the 
penalties for the non-compliment of the articles referred above, with the imprisonment 
for a period up to one year and a fine not less than 2000 Dinar and not more than 20000 
Dinar concerning article 19. The penalization for publishing what was prohibited under 
Article 20 shall also be a fine not less than 2000 Dinar and not more 20000 Dinar. A 
minor fine shall also be applied concerning article 21, in an amount not be less than 




35 Kuwait Penal Code (1960) 
36 Kuwait: Press and Publications Law, LAW NO.3(2006) 
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In June 2015, Kuwait also approved a new cybercrime law that incorporates 
several limitations on Internet-based speech. In that matter article 6 imposes 
imprisonment and fines for offences against Islam and religious figures, and for any 
criticism regarding the Kuwait’s Monarch. The same article also prohibits declarations 
that aim the criticism of the judicial system or damage Kuwait’s relations with other 
countries, or the release of any of classified information. Article 7 imposes a punishment 
of up to 10 years for using the Internet to “overthrow the ruling regime in the country 
when this instigation included an enticement to change the system by force or through 
illegal means, or by urging to use force to change the social and economic system that 
exists in the country, or to adopt creeds that aim at destroying the basic statutes of 
Kuwait through illegal means.” 
Known as the least repressive state in the Gulf area, the country has been still 
practicing certain repressions in the Media, especially since the recent cybercrime laws. 
The authorities over control is converted in online censorship, as well as the 
imprisonment of bloggers and online activists, often charged of damaging Kuwait’s 
reputation. The Kuwaiti oppressive regulations led to the closure of the Al Watan TV’ 
2015 accused for “anti-government” comments, as well as the 25-year jail sentence in 
2018 to the national blogger Abdallah Saleh for insulting the countries allies37. With 
some meaningful ranking in 2014 and 2015 authorities restrictions in the country led to  




Recognized in 1951 as independent state, Oman didn’t get any constitution until 
1996, the year in which the “Basic Statute of the State” was created by royal decree, 
being later amended in 2011 (CALVIN, 2016, p.118). Citizen freedoms are theoretically 
guaranteed in article 7 by stating the Sultan oath “to fully safeguard the interests of the 
Citizens and their freedom and to preserve the independence of the Country and its 
territorial integrity”. More specifically, freedom of expression and opinions are also 
guaranteed in article 29, however “within the limits of the Law”. More to that, article 31 
also stated “freedom of the press, printing and publication is guaranteed in accordance 
with the conditions and circumstances defined by the Law.” On the other hand, the same 
article explicit state that “anything that leads to discord, affects the security of State, or 
37 https://rsf.org/en/kuwait 
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prejudices human dignity or rights, is prohibited.” 
Oman’s most recent Penal code was promulgated by Royal Decree 7/201838, 
with the freedom of expression limits being well delineate, forbidding any sort of 
challenges towards the Sultan, as stated in article 97 “Whoever commits, publicly or by 
publication, a challenge to the rights of the Sultan and his prerogatives, or disgraces his 
person, shall be punished by imprisonment for a period no less than (3) three years and 
not exceeding (7) seven years”. As well article 267 also prohibits any violation of public 
morals, with a imprisonment no less than ten days and not exceeding a year, and a fine 
no less than 100 Rial Omani and not exceeding 300 Rial Omani “Whoever creates, 
distributes, publishes, or displays, even if not done in public, a book, a publication, 
drawings, photographs, films, symbols, or other effects offending modesty or violating 
public morals”. Crimes against Religion and Society are also established in Part eight of 
the Penal Code, specifically in article 269 that prohibits any offenses towards religious 
or Islam figures, punishable by prison with a period no less than 3 years and exceeding 
10 years. 
Oman’s 1984 Press and Publications Law39, responsible for all Publications, 
emphasize the prohibition of any critics against the Sultan or members of the Royal 
Family, in article 25, part of the chapter four concerning publication bans. The article 
also forbids any offense against the ruling system, disruption of public order or any 
manners in contrary with the principles of the true Islamic religion “It is also prohibited 
to incite (rebellion) against the system of government in the Sultanate or abuse it or 
disrupt the public order or call people to embrace or promote anything deemed in 
contravention of the principles of the Islamic religion”. Article 28 also prohibits 
publishing “any item that could prejudice the behaviours and general ethics and divine 
religions.” The Telecommunications Act of 2002, concerning online restrictions also 
added more restriction to freedom in Oman, resulting in the closure of several news sites 
(DUFFY, 2014, p.21). For instant article 61 states the imprisonment up to one year and a 
fine up to 1000 Riyals for “any person who sends, by means of telecommunications 
system, a message that violates public order or public morals.” 
In the last years, the Internet has become the main target of the Oman authorities, 
leading to frequent arrests and long-term jail sentences on charges of insulting the head 
of state or the country’s culture and customs. The online restrictions are also extended to 
38 Oman Penal Code (2018) 
39 Oman: Press and Publications Act, sultan decree NO. 49/84 (1984) 
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the Independent media outlets, resulted in the closure of two independent newspapers in 
2016 - Azamn and Al-Balad, as well as the online magazine Al-Mowaten40. Ranking its 
worst place in 2014, according to RFS Oman numbers registered some improvements 




After more than filthy years as a British protectorate, Qatar got their 
independence in 1916 under the government of the Al Than, which still rules the country 
until nowadays (TOTH, 1993, p.31). Qatar’s first Constitution was only established in 
2003, having the entire country to vote on a referendum for a permanent governing 
document. In this matter Qatar was the only country from the GCC with a Constitution 
approved by its citizens through a referendum. Both freedom of opinion and freedom of 
press are guaranteed in article 47 and article 48, respectively, but always in “accordance 
with the law”. 
Qatar’s last criminal and penal code was established 200441, with chapter four 
referring-calumny defamation and secret disclosure, describing from article 326 to 333 
the crime punishable by jail and fines. As an example, article 326 establishes the 
imprisonment up to two years and or a fine of 20,000 Riyals for “defaming someone in 
public through accusing them of doing a mishap necessitating a legal punishment or 
inflicting their dignity or honour or exposing them to people’s disdain and malice”. 
Article 327 also determine a fine of 20,000 Riyals and the jailing up to three years, those 
who defame “public employee and the incident is related to public service”, alongside 
with two others circumstances. Article 331 defends a fine of 5,000 Riyals and one-year 
prison sentence for “spreading news, photos or comments related to secrets of private 
life, or families, or individuals even if they were true.” 
Qatar’s media law was enacted in 197942 and hasn’t been formally updated since, 
with article 24, alongside with article 25 establishing the closure of a newspaper or 
cancel its license by the government’s Cabinet and Minister of Information. Chapter 
four referred the Prohibited Material establishes in article 46 that no offence should be 
directed to the Emir of Qatar, establishing the imprisonment up to six months and a fine 
of 3,000 Riyals. Article 47 states in several points the material that shall not be issued. 
40 https://rsf.org/en/oman 
41 Qatar Penal Code (2004) 
42 Qatar Prints and Publication Law (1979) 
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For instance, journalists may not publish material that causes “any damage to the 
supreme interests of the country” as well as information that prejudices the interior or 
exterior security. The same happens with military evidence, confidential information, 
and offences to religion, public morals or anything that can affect the relationship 
between friendly countries. Consequently, the violation of these articles are punishable 
by imprisonment and the payment of fines defined in article 80 to 82, detailing the 
imprisonment until six months and fine not exceeding 300 Riyals, for the breach of 
article 46, and some of the points covered in article 47. The controversial Qatari Law 
No. 14 of 2014 on combating Cybercrime criminalizes the spreading of “false news” 
online reinforcing the over control towards freedom and the Media. Under the new law, 
authorities are empowered to ban websites which considered threatening to the safety of 
the country punishing those who posts or shares online content that compromise Qatar’s 
social values or general order. Alongside with Saudi Arabia, Qatar’s ranking has been 
decreasing constantly between 2014 to 2019, according do RFS, dropping from position 
113 to 124.The 2014 cybercrime law added further restrictions on Qatari journalists, 
often repressed in a closed and limited environment, with no space to express a full and 
free opinion. The coverage of certain topics such as government, the royal family and 
Islam are off limits with the risk of imprisonment. Those conditions lead not only to ban 
of Doha News website in 2016, but also to the censorship of a dozen articles on LGBTQ 




Founded in 1932, the country never adopted an official Constitution (DUFFY, 
2014, p. 14). Instead, a basic Law was adopted in 1992 by royal decree. The intentions 
regarding the safety and being of the country are well declared in article 12 from Basic 
Law “state will prevent anything that may lead to disunity, sedition and separation”. 
Article 39 referred to freedom of expression states that all information posted should 
guarantee a decent language, and to “contribute to the education of the nation and the 
bolstering of its unity”. The article also adds “whatever leads to revolution and division 
or undermines the security of the State (...) shall be prohibited”. Regarding penalties, 
article 36 provides the suspension of any publication if it comprehends any sensitive 
material adverse to the rules of the Sharia Law. With a deficient legal system aiming to 
43 https://rsf.org/en/qatar 
31  
efface the possibility of any free expression the government sees the news media as a 
means to endorse state interests and a harmonious society. 
In 2003 Saudi Arabia amended its 1963 press law with the Press and 
Publications Act.,44 which guarantees a basic free of press in article 8 stating that 
“freedom of expression is guaranteed in the different media of publication within the 
limits of Sharia Rules and Law”. Article 9 expresses the considerations to be taken when 
printing any matter, such as “conflicting with Sharia Rules” or “It shall not lead to 
breach of public security, public policy or serving foreign interest that conflict with 
national interest”. The article also prohibits injuring “the economic or health situation in 
the country”, as well as the propose for Public Interest when making any sort of 
criticism “It shall observe objective and constructive criticism that aims at public  
interest and which is based on facts and evidence”. Offenses such as criminal 
misconduct, blackmail, discordance among citizens, and disclosing secrets of 
investigations are referred in article 9. Furthermore article 18, expresses which 
conditions are to be complied when publishing any sort of material “External printed 
matters shall be approved if free from anything insulting to Islam or the system of 
Government or injurious to high interests of the state or scarify public morality and 
conflict with ethical standards”. 
The penalties are also taking under consideration from article 35 to article 40. In 
this matter, article 35 states the procedures in case of defamation “Any journal that 
imputed to another an incorrect statement or published an erroneous news shall correct 
that by publishing it free of charge at the request of the person concerned in the first 
issue after the correction request and in the same place where the news or the statement 
was first published or in a prominent and any one injured is entitled to claim 
compensation.” The following article 36, defines that in case need, any topic published 
in a newspaper may be supressed, without any compensation. Article 38 establishes the 
penalties for journalists who breach the guidelines with a fine of up to 50,000 Saudi 
Riyals as well as the closure of the outlet for up to two months. The withdraw of 
published material is once more emphasized in article 39, by specifying the 
circumstances, namely “when its circulation is prohibited.” And “ when it is not 
approved and contain some of the prohibitions provided for in Article Nine or Article 
 
44 Law of Printing and Publication, royal decree, M/32,3/9/1424(2003) 
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Eighteen”. Opposite to the other laws from the GCC countries, the 2003 Press and 
Publications Act Saudi Arabia, does not specifies the years of imprisonment for 
publishing non authorizes material, even if in practice, journalists are constantly jailed 
for what they report, facing accusations such as “instigating protests” or upsetting public 
order (DUFFY, 2013, p. 29). 
Despite the reform occurring in the country led by Mohammad bin Salman- the 
Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia - giving more social rights and freedoms in the country, 
namely: the opening of cinemas; the new regulations allowing women to drive; more 
freedoms in the female dress code- there is still no space for independence in the media. 
Saudi authorities keep maintaining their journalists under close vigilance, reinforcing the 
oppressing and censorship with the detentions of journalists and citizen-journalists 
tripling since the start of 2017. Journalists automatically become suspect of the 
authorities, even if they already censored themselves for relating daily base news or 
providing a neutral opinion. According to Reporters Without Borders, Saudi Arabia 
register the lowest ranking from the GCC countries, having only eight regions 
worldwide with a lowest result in 2019, namely: Djibouti, Syria; Sudan; Vietnam; 




After an intense year which included a massive civil war that divided the country 
in half, peace was settled in 1990 (DRESCH, 2000, p.115). A year after the Constitution 
of Yemen was ratified by popular referendum on May 16, 1991 with some amendments 
in 2015. Like in other nations on the Arabian Peninsula, the Constitution also guarantee 
freedom of expression with article 42 stating, “Every citizen has the right to participate 
in the political, economic, cultural life of the country. The state shall guarantee freedom 
of thought and expression of opinion in speech, writing and photography within the 
limits of the law”. 
Yemen’s penal code established by Law No. 12 for 199445, concerning Crimes 
and Penalties, establishes in a series of articles, publicity and publication crimes. For 
instant article 194 referred to ridiculing religion states that “ whoever disseminates in 
public ideas containing ridicule or contempt of religion in its beliefs or rituals or 
teachings”, sentenced by imprisonment not exceeding five years or a fine, according to 
 
45 Yemen Penal Code (1994) 
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article 195. Article 194 also mentions instigation that disturbs public peace states in way 
that “Whoever instigates in public or ridicules a faction of people or empowers a faction 
to dominate for the purpose of disturbing public peace”. Article 197 establishes that 
insulting the president of the State and the regular institutions is punishable by 
imprisonment for a period not exceeding two years or a fine of not more than 4000 
Ryals. The dissemination of news that disrupts general peace and acts or pictures that 
are in violation of public conduct are also referred in article 198 and article 199, being 
punishable by prison for a maximum of one year or a fine of a maximum of 1000 Ryals. 
The same punishable will be applicable if possessing pictures that project a bad image of 
the country, according to article 200. Editors-in-chief and publisher’s responsibilities are 
established in article 201 stating that “If the above mentioned crimes were committed 
through newspapers, the editors-in-chief and publishers thereof shall be responsible as 
original perpetrators for merely publishing such material. In all cases, which the 
perpetrators cannot be identified, the importers, printers, distributors, posters and 
exhibitors shall be responsible as original perpetrators accordingly” while article 202 
stipulates the confiscation and removal of the material that are the object of the crime, 
Yemen’s Law No. 25 on the Press and Publications46 was established in 1999. 
Theoretically the Law establishes several rights an duties of journalists, namely from 
article 13 to article 16, where the questioning of a journalist opinion which has been 
expressed is not authorized; or the right to examine official reports and information with 
the “authorities possessing such items shall make it possible for him/her to have 
cognisance of and to use from them”. However section five - Prohibitions on 
Publications and Penal Provisions, establishes in several parts, specifically in article  
103, material forbidden to be published, such as: offences of the Islamic; the spread of 
ideas contrary to the principles of the Yemeni revolution; undermining public moral; 
incitement to use violence or terrorism; advertisements inconsistent with Islamic values; 
and criticising the person of the head of state. Adding even more limitations to freedom 
of expression, the penal provisions for those contravening the provisions of the law, in a 
total of twelve articles, such a fine not exceeding ten thousand riyals or a period of 
imprisonment not exceeding one year; the closure of the newspaper or the confiscation 




46 Yemen’s Law No. 25 Press and Publications (1999) 
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With the second worst overall ranking from table 5, and no much oscillation 
between 167 to 170, Yemen scores are only outdate by Saudi Arabia. The beginning of 
the Yemen war in 2014, led to a general repressive environment with the journalists 
being constantly monitored for their published material, and 19 killed journalist over the 
last years47. The conflict between the Houthis rebels and the so-called legitimate 
government supported by southern separatists does not permit any neutral reports on the 
war, since the various parties control the media. For instant, the seizing of the Yemen 
Telecommunications Ministry Online by the Houthis resulted in the blockage of several 
media content, with the areas controlled by the so-called legitimate government, 











































English Newspapers in the UAE 
 
Compared to the rest of the Gulf countries, press history in the UAE had a late 
start. Several tries were made to launch the first newspapers; such has Oman, a bi- 
weekly publication funded by Ibrahim Mohamed Al Madfas in 1927. Alongside with a 
few writers and poets, it was handwritten and then printed to be shared with most literate 
people in the region. The newspaper also included articles from foreigner’s publications 
in the MENA area, especially Egyptians and Iraqis. Only  one  year  after  it’s  
launching, Oman was discontinued (GUNTER; DICKINSON, 2013, p. 27). 
After that, another attempt was made by a group of young writers based in 
Sharjah and Dubai, who issued at a daily base the Thousand of Sparrows. Furthermore, a 
variety of flyers and posters were distributed containing information in English 
regarding the arrival schedules of the ships coming from India and Iran. At the 
beginning of 1965, the Dubai Municipality Media Directory  issued  a  periodical  
named Dubai News, who would be followed by another emirate, Ras Al-Khaimah, 
which also launched a similar magazine three years later. Those two publications lasted 
until the establishment of the UAE in 1971. Continually Sharjah also tried to produce a 
monthly magazine but with no success, trying later a second publication named Al 
Khaleej. Due to printing and transportation needs, the publication also ended shortly 
(PEJMAN, 2009, p.5). Eventually, the first newspaper to survive until the present - Al 
Ittihad - and also considered the first official newspaper in the UAE was created by the 
Department of Information and Tourism in Abu Dhabi (DUFFY, 2013, p.28). Firstly 
issued once a week, the newspaper was turned into a daily publication in 1972. A year 
after, in 1973 another newspaper Al Wahda was issued, being followed by the Al-Fajir 
in 1975. Even the Al-Khaleej from 1970 was revived in Sharjah becoming one of the 
most prominent Arabic written newspaper in the UAE currently. Soon after another 
important newspaper was launched by the Dubai Information Department- the Al 
Bhayar (GUNTER; DICKINSON, 2013, p. 27). 
After the advent of the Arabic newspapers in the United Arab Emirates, 
especially during the seventies, the Emirates alignment with the global economy also 
resulted in the emergence of the first English language newspaper in the recently 
declared country (PEJMAN, 2009, p.3). Currently, in the UAE, there are five main 
English language newspapers, which are: Khaleej Times, Gulf News, Gulf Today, 
Emirates Business 24/7, and The National. The most popular English newspaper in the 
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UAE, Khaleej Times, also holds the title of oldest English Newspaper in the UAE, 
having published its first edition in 1978. It is majority-owned by the private publishing 
house Galadari Printing and Publishing. After 40 years, in 2008, the Dubai government 
took over the daily management of the Newspaper and delegated a new editor-in-chief 
(DUFFY, 2015,p.9). According to the official website49, the newspaper comprises a 
general news section, the business pages and a lively sports section, and beside reaching 
all parts of the UAE, also covers Bahrain, Oman, Kuwait, Qatar and Saudi Arabia 
through a dedicated distribution network. Proud of their digital edition, the Khaleej 
Times states, “The online version is not just a transcript of the print version. It reaches 
out to a targeted readership both at home and abroad, who are interested in news and 
information about the UAE as well as the Middle East at large“. Even with their own 
alleged success, Author like Pejman (2009, p.4) give a more realistic approach of the 
journalism environment lived in the past year by defending that Khaleej Times is in a 
phase of transformation in the past decade, with the Newspaper no longer being able to 
analyse and comment information, preferring to only transmit it. 
Khaleej Times biggest opponent - Gulf News - was also created in 1978 by 
Abdullah Abulhoul. The newspaper went through some problems, with lack of financial 
investments and with inefficient management on the first five years since its 
establishment and went on the edge of closure. The prospects changed positively when 
Gulf News was acquired in 1984 and then re-launched in December of 1985 by Al Nisr 
Publishing LLC (REINISH, 2019, p.10). The next years were marked by the 
establishment of a loyal community of readers, revitalization, innovating printings and 
adoption of new premises, which lead to a massive grown with an online version being 
launched in 1996. After a well and prestigious established position in the MENA area, 
the newspaper was accountable by a massive controversy, which took an enormous 
worldwide repercussion. The controversy had the authority of Mohammad Abdullah Al- 
Mutawa, a sociology professor at the University of the United Arab Emirates in Al Ain, 
who published an article in the newspaper entitled “Zionists are the new Nazis” where 
he claimed that the Nazi Holocaust was nothing more than a lie created by Zionists, to 
only be used as a plot, by directly stating that “The Nazi Holocaust, which had always 
been used by Zionists as an excuse to blackmail the world, was nothing but a criminal 




(...)It is evident that the holocaust was a conspiracy hatched by the Zionists and Nazis, 
and many innocent people gave their lives as a result of this inhuman plot”50. 
In 2017, Gulf News got involved in another polemic situation, after accusing 
Khaleej Times that certain data they provided on an article regarding its favouritism, 
over the rest of the newspapers, had been adulterated. Khaleej Times stated that the data 
had been supplied by IPSOS-global market research and Consulting - in a National 
Readership Survey in 2017, while a representative of IPSOS declared a day later to the 
Gulf News: “We are very concerned about our reliability, trust and image in the market 
…What happened was misleading. From our side we didn’t approve any of the data that 
has been shared this morning in Khaleej Times, noting that all the numbers and findings 
are from our Print Survey, but the way it was reported was misleading”. In the same 
article that reported this situation, the opposite newspaper finalised its piece by 
proclaiming “Gulf News is the only audited English language daily in the UAE”51. 
Established in 1996 Gulf Today is the third oldest English newspaper in the UAE 
and was launched by the brothers Taryam Omran Taryam and Abdullah Omran Trayam 
owners of Dar Al Khaleej for Press, Printing and Publishing (PEJMAN, 2009, p.7). The 
company also holds a series of their publications, mostly Arabic language, such as Al 
Khaleej, Al Shuruq, Kul Al Usrah, Al Iqtisadi, and Al Azkiya52. The former executive 
editor of the Gulf Today, Shaadab Bakht, defends that the role of the newspaper is to 
simply report, giving no space for investigation and interpretation, “If the ruler’s court 
says this is what’s happening, that’s what we say. When there is a system in place, there 
is no need to be unduly critical. The media cannot be self-styled guardians. The primary 
role of the media is not to keep a watch but to inform” (PEJMAN, 2009, p.6). Shaadab is 
still one of the few to rise openly against the pressure from the government, while 
Francis Matthew, former Gulf News editor, defends the total opposite, with some 
controversial statements such as: ”Is there government pressure? No. If you do your 
work properly and report factually, there is no government pressure. There is 
embarrassment but not pressure (…) I think it is very easy to blame poor management 
on government pressure.” 
The Emirates Business 24/7, previously known as Emirates Today, was the 





Group (AMG). Founded in 2005 it also holds entertainment organisations, such has 
Global Village and Done Events, and radio broadcasting, namely Arabian Radio 
Network. A few years after it’s establishment, the newspaper soon went trough some 
changes, being re-launched as Emirates Business 24/7. Again soon after its transition, 
new modifications were in order, with the closing of their print edition in virtue of an 
online distribution. 
One of the most recent and prominent English newspapers - The National - was 
funded in April of 2008, by Abu Dhabi Media. Alongside with this newspaper, the 
government-owner  Media  company  also  holds Al-Ittihad,  Zahrat  Al   Khaleej,  
Majed and National Geographic Al Arabiya (DUFFY, 2013, p.26). In 2016, The 
National was obtained by International Media Investments, a subsidiary of the Abu 
Dhabi Media Investment Corporation, a private investment company owned by the 
former owner of tv´s news channel Sky News Arabia - Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan - 
and then re-launched as an individual entity in 2017. According to the newspaper 
official website, The National vision is designated by "Serving the local UAE 
community while delivering a strong international perspective. The National is the 
destination to understand the Middle East at a time when the region has never been more 
important". With a bureau in London and reporters all over the world, the newspaper is 
also publishing across all digital platforms – with more than 10 million pageviews per 


























The Power of News Agencies 
 
A news agency can be characterized as a chained and structured organization  
that gathers and then broadcasts vast quantities of news to local and worldwide 
consumers (GYNNILD, 2017, p.25). News agencies are then, frequently distinguished 
by their features as retailers, by delivering their material to a vast number of customers, 
for instant newspapers who can either publish their stories as they are, or use them for 
complimentary content (CHRISTENSEN, 2013, p. 269). 
 
A news agency is an undertaking of which the principal objective, whatever its 
legal form, is to gather news and news material, of which the sole purpose is to express 
or present facts, and to distribute it to a group of news enterprises, and in exceptional 
circumstances to private individuals, with a view to providing them with as complete 
and impartial a news service as possible, for payment and under conditions compatible 
with business practice and usage. (UNESCO 1953:24) 
 
 
As providers of impartial news items, the agencies worked for decades under the 
gloom of prominent news organizations. Currently, these news agencies have devoted 
significant investments in their communication channels regarding all the worldwide 
news coverage and, specifically, their visual services. With the immense possibilities 
that technology has to offer, the dependency between photographers and news agencies 
is not so representative in the present days (GYNNILD, 2017, p. 36). With this in mind, 
identical to the tactics of mainstream news media, news agencies decrease their interests 
in photographer staff, focusing their energies on accomplishing wide correspondent 
networkers. 
Nowadays, news agencies tend to practice a communication based on images 
more than words that are, must of the time, acquired from sources such as the Associated 
Press (AP) and Reuters (READ, 1992, p 23). They regulate themselves depending on 
their country, being important to refer that some have strings attached to the government 
and others have their information based on the pursuit of news contributors. Initially, the 
agencies were predestined to deliver news contents solely to newspapers, however, as 
time passed and with the rise of new media such as the Radio, the Television and the 
Internet, that also decided to transmit news. 
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As a direct consequence of the news agency business peculiarity, there is a 
deficiency of direct interaction with the media customers and consumers. The finality of 
the story prepared by a journalist of a news agency is always unknown; the material may 
be used as it is, partially or not even used at all (LEHTOVAARA, 2011, p.14). 
It is also important to mention that feedback from the consumers to a news 
agency journalist is almost non-existent and, most of the times, anonymous when 
competed in a newspaper or broadcast journalist. While a national newspaper, a 
television channel or a radio station offers several means for their audience to give some 
input about any story published, especially through social media channels, such as 
Facebook and Instagram, which provide the possibility of open discussions and shared 
opinions, the same does not happen with a news agency. The highly interactive digital 
technology, known as New Media, has been more and more adopted in every day’s life, 
peculiarly among younger people. In the Middle East, especially, with the Arab Spring, 
this modern Science had a quick dispersion with the profusion of News and particular 
ideas. The growing reach of social media and the information generated challenges, 
more and more, the performance of news agencies, making it harder to deliver a new 
subject first-hand. With the number of users in the social media rising and the active 
participation from news agencies on those platforms, more information is diffused, 
especially for difficult or rare topics (AL-JABER; ELARESHI, 2014, p.127). Being able 
to reach more contacts, it is possible to get eyewitness stories, photos or videos after 
breaking news. 
The massive amount of information in social media demands a stronger 
adaptation from News Agencies to organize, confirm and publish material spread by 
those platforms (LEHTOVAARA, 2011, p.10). Therefore, the consumption of social 
media from news agencies may diverse, with the enormously need to establish and 
verify information that can be damaging to them. For instance, Reuters has an 
overwhelming activity on Twitter and Facebook, if compared with other news agencies. 
However, if compared to the traditional newspaper, a news agency delivers news at a 
more advantageous price, and so they are able to cover a bigger area of the field, as well 
as themes and platforms (GHANNAM, 2011, p.21). Occasionally, local news agencies 
are capable of hiring more reporters than the other media services, allowing them to also 
deliver to regional, smaller and poorer media companies, more material which they 
could not afford otherwise (GYNNILD, 2017, p. 37.) 
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-The most present news agencies in the Khaleej Times case study 
AFP 
The world's oldest news agency, Agence France-Presse (AFP) was created in 
1835 by Havas Agency owned by Charles Havas, who used a network of correspondents 
and translators with Trains and homing pigeons to bring the news to Paris from all over 
France and other European countries. With 201 bureaus the News Agency covers 151 
countries across the world with 100 nationalities represented among its 2,400 
collaborators and six production languages, such as French, English, Arabic, Portuguese, 
Spanish and German. Since 2018, the AFP decided to stipulate news priorities, namely: 
developing their image products, especially video, stating that their "aim is that by 2023, 
images (photo and video) will generate 25 million euros in additional revenue and make 
up 50 percent of the Agency's sales, compared to 39 percent in 2018". The French News 




The world's largest international news agency, Reuters was established in 1851 
by Julius Reuter in London54. During the first century, the News Agency mostly focused 
on providing information to the British Empire, but with the fading of the empire after 
the II World War, Reuters moved their attentions to sell economic information to the 
world trading community (READ, 1992, p 23). Until the year 2008, the news agency 
was part of the independent company, Reuters Group. Later merging with Thomson 
Corporation, the company was named Thomson Reuters Corporation( LEHTOVAARA, 
2011, p.12.). According to the official website55, Reuters declares in their message that 
they "remained true to the Trust Principles of independence, integrity and freedom ". 
With a massive coverage in over 16 languages, and reaching billions of people 
worldwide every day, the News Agency has more than 2000 media customers and 780 
TV Broadcasts in more than 100 countries. The British agency has also more than 
1,000+ publishing clients including 8 of the top 10 newspapers globally and every major 








The Associated Press (AP) is a United States of America multinational 
cooperative that associates all the newspapers, radio and television stations that 
contribute with stories and share its material. The AP gets together about 3,700 
employees that work in more than three-hundred locations all over the world, and supply 
around the clock updated news to its commercial customers, international subscribers 
and domestic members56. It also has a commercial digital photo archive, one of the 
biggest collections of historical and contemporary gatherings of different types of 
moments. The AP is one of the most sophisticated updated online news services and a 
state-of-the-art television news service, including one of the largest radio networks in 
the United States of America. Its website states that on any given day more than half of 
the world’s population consume news offered by Associated Press. 
PTI 
 
The largest Indian News Agency Press Trust of India (PTI) was registered in 
1947 and started functioning in 1949. After India's independence in 1947, the agency 
took over the work from the Associated Press of India and Reuters. In 1999, the Indian 
President K R Narayanan declared "We got independence in August 1947. But 
independence in news and information we got only with the establishment of PTI in 
1949. That is the significance of PTI..." 57. The agency employs more than 400 
journalists and 500 part-time correspondents to cover most of the geographic territory in 
India, in both English and Hindi. Responsible for 90 per cent of new agency market 
share in India, it's corporate office is based in New Delhi and registered office in 
Mumbai. The agency correspondents are also established in the main capitals and 
leading business and administrative centres worldwide, with more than 2,000 stories and 
200 photographs per day. 
IANS 
 
The Indo-Asia News Service (IANS) was established in 1986 by the Indian 
American publisher Gopa Raju being former known has India Abroad News Service. 
Based in Greater Noida the news agency served as an informant agent between India  






and Hindi - the Indian news agency reports information, views and analyses about a 
wide range of subjects. Their official website 58declares that "IANS is, however more 
than just India's largest independent news service. It is now the preferred source for all 
manner of content and information. The IANS client list includes practically every 
major print publication in India, top television news channels, websites, mobile 
operators, ethnic publications abroad, central and state government ministries and 
departments, overseas Indian missions, corporates and public policy institutions “. 
WAM 
 
The United Arab Emirates News Agency WAM was launched in 1977 has an 
Arabic broadcast, having the release of their English broadcast at the end of 1978. 
According to their website59, the news agency gathers and transmits news not only in the 
UAE but to the rest of the world, stating the cover of “All aspects of its political, 
economic and social development. This is in addition to the gathering and transmitting 
of all news and information related to the nation's representation abroad, and to its wide- 
ranging diplomatic and humanitarian missions, delegations and exhibitions, etc. This 
work has been carried out over the years by an outstanding professional team which has 
been able to present a strong and accurate image of the UAE via WAM". Based in the 
capital of the UAE, Abu Dhabi, the local news agency is part of the National Media 
Council, the Federal Institution responsible for all media-related initiatives and activities 
in the UAE. WAM is also a member of several News Agencies Organizations and 
Federations, such as Gulf Cooperation Council News Agencies, the Federation of Arab 























In order to better understand how the News from the  sections  International 
Area and MENA are handled in the Khaleej Times website, it was decided to analyse the 
first seven days of each month during four years: 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019. To 
achieve this goal, it was necessary to have access to the advance search from the website 
and select the specific dates in the  Date  Range  and  filter  the  Section  desired,  
namely International Area and MENA60. It is important to note that the searching tool 
used to select the specific dates not always worked, especially during 2018. Therefore it 
was necessary sometimes to go to other date range option, such as “Past 12 Months” or 
“All”. 
After the selection of News resulting from the filters, each article is then 
evaluated in several categories, such as: Total of Articles; Countries/Areas; Author; 
Themes; and Reactions. 
As for the Themes (appendix 1), the website would rarely divide the articles, 
therefore, it was necessary to proceed for a manual division, such as: Arts/Literature; 
Aviation; Crime/Justice; Culture/Heritage; Economy/Business; Education; Elections; 
Entertainment/Lifestyle; Environment/Health; Internal politics; International Affairs, 
Local/Society; Military conflicts; Refugees/International Law; Religion; 
Science/Technology; Sports; Terrorism. Besides those themes, it is important to refer 
that an authomatic denomination was given by the online site as Special Editions, 
representing an important subject that needed more attention and individualization: 
Special-Battle for White House; Trump Visa Ban; Rohingya crisis; Pakistan-Election; 
India Elections 2019, India-Pakistan standoff. 
The website already breaks the articles in Countries our Areas in International 
Area, namely: India; Pakistan; Philippines; Rest of Asia; Europe; America; Africa; and 
International (Sponsor Content). Regarding MENA, the website also divides their 
Countries/Area automatically, namely: Bahrain; Kuwait; Oman; Qatar; Saudi Arabia; 
MENA; Region; and Ramadan News. The information collected from the MENA area on 
the website made it possible to understand that some articles are divided uniformly. For 
example, items from Saudi Arabia are listed in the category of the country itself, while 
other pieces about Saudi Arabia are listed as MENA. Khaleej Times divides their stories 
 
60 Since 2020, Khaleej Times website no longer uses the concepts- International Area and MENA- having 
them modified to World and Region, respectively. 
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by an area – MENA and Region – and then by countries. Therefore, all the countries 
individually analysed by the website are also, in some cases, identified as 
MENA/Region. Having this in mind and to make it easier to organise, it was decided not 
to follow the automatic division of the website, but instead to do a manual division and 
then study it. After the manual division, the articles were then divided by a total of 23 
countries, such as: Afghanistan; Algeria; Bahrain; Egypt; Iran; Iraq; Israel; Jordan; 
Kuwait; Lebanon; Lybia; Morocco; Oman; Palestine; Qatar; Saudi Arabia; Somalia; 
Syria; Tunisia; Turkey; and Yemen. The denominations Region and MENA are then used 
for articles that include several countries in their content. The themes used for 
International Area were also applied for MENA, with the exception of the Special 
Editions, since they are not only applicable, with MENA having two of their own, named 
Qatar Crisis in 2018 and Ramadan 2019. 
Every analysis will begin firstly with International Area and then with MENA, 
being complemented with tables. To begin, the data will be analysed for its number of 
articles, individually from January to December and then in a total of years, with the 
primary purpose of finding the months with highest and lowest affluence of articles, and 
to find any correlation between International Area and MENA. Continuing, the data will 
be analysed by Countries/Areas by years, aiming to understand which area registered the 
highest number of articles. In MENA, it is essential to mention, that due to the extension 
of data, taking into consideration that there are 23 countries in this Section, not every 
result will be included in the tables, just the ones that are more relevant in numbers. 
The interpretation of Author, terminology that identifies the responsible for each 
article, can be divided into three groups: News Agencies; Identified Reporters; Non- 
Categorized/Others. In this matter, a  General  Table  will  be  firstly  presented  with  
the Author responsible for the highest number of articles, followed by another table with 
only the Identified Reporters, and a third table with just Non-Categorized/Others. Each 
one   of   these   tables   will   be   introduced   for    the    analysis    of International 
Area and MENA, with the intent of comprehending the importance of each group in 
these articles. Also, due to the massive number of Author in International Area, with 
fifty-nine, and MENA with thirty-eight, only the ones responsible for the highest number 
of articles were considered. 
Each article was analysed by Theme, and in this matter, the total of pieces will be 
interpreted accordingly, in each year, in both International Area and MENA. One of the 
primary purposes will be to understand the characteristics of each section, but also to 
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comprehend  any  existing  differences.  Following   the   same   procedure   used   for 
the Author, not all the information will be included in the tables, since International 
Area registers twenty-two themes, and MENA, eight themes. 
The website offers in each of their published News the chance for each reader, 
registered or not, the possibility to react. The reactions are then divided into: Happy; 
Unmoved; Amused; Excited; Angry; and Sad. In this case, the reactions will not be 
analysed by categories but as a number in each month and the total of the years of  
study. 
To better understand the Data collected from the Khaleej Times website, and to 
take as many conclusions as possible, several correlations between the different 
categories will be made in both International Area and MENA. In order to do so, the 
data was treated in “Pivot Tables”. To begin, the category Themes will be crossed with 
the data from Countries/Areas, aiming to understand any prominence between 
categories,  with  the   same   purpose   being   directed   towards the   cross-data   
among Author with Countries/Areas.  The  data  will  also   be   crossed   between 
Author and Themes, to comprehend the existence of any prevalence within those two 
categories. As a direct result of excess of data, the tables that will compliment this 
analyses, will not have the information divided into years, having the sum of the three 
years instead, but with any specific information from a particular year being mentioned. 
The last crossing information will be between Reactions and Themes, as well as 









 2016 2017 2018 2019 
January 52 25 49 35 
February 72 23 50 21 
March 72 25 31 23 
April 62 19 48 33 
May 52 34 46 27 
June 24 22 30 17 
July 17 30 54 19 
August 30 37 42 22 
September 28 29 39 24 
October 29 31 47 20 
November 27 38 45 24 
December 36 31 38 18 
Total 501 344 519 269 




Khaleej Times published in International Area a total of 1633 articles over the 
four years, being possible to conclude that there is no correlation through the years. In 
2016, February and March were the months with the most significant amount of 
materials published; in 2017, November was the most significant month; whereas in 
2018, July was the most productive month; while January was the month with most 
articles in 2019. Over the four years, the less productive months were July 2016 and 
June 2019, both with only 17 articles. 
The year of 2018 was the most productive, while, 2019, was the year with fewest 
articles, but the most constant with an oscillation of 18 to 35. On the other hand, 2016 
was the less stable year with an oscillation between 17 and 72 articles. 
The alternation of total articles in each year is also quite massive, with a drop 
between 2016 and 2017, with less than 175 articles, followed by a raise of articles in 
2018, however in 2019 there is once more a considerate drop of numbers, with less than 
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250 articles compared with the previous year, or even 2017, which was the second less 





 2016 2017 2018 2019 
January 30 14 14 7 
February 29 13 16 8 
March 24 10 15 7 
April 26 22 17 9 
May 35 18 16 9 
June 28 38 18 10 
July 26 29 13 5 
August 12 8 10 8 
September 15 5 12 3 
October 10 12 7 8 
November 15 19 8 3 
December 12 8 14 7 
Total 262 196 160 84 
Table 7 - Number of articles analysed about MENA 
 
 
With a total of 702 articles in total, it is possible by observing table 7 to 
determine that September and November of 2019 were the months with the lowest 
number of articles issued in the total of the four years, with an amount of 3 articles. The 
year of 2017 also had a reduced number of news in August and December, with 8 
articles, but with June being the most significant month by producing the  highest 
amount of articles amongst the ones analysed. In 2018 there is a highest balance, with a 
fluctuation of 7 articles in December and a maximum of 18 in June. Also May 2016 
registers the highest number of articles per month, with 35 articles, almost half of the 
numbers that the year of 2019 had in total. 
Comparing the results above from MENA and International Area, there is a 
massive difference of published  articles,  from  1633  to  only  702  articles.  As  well  
in MENA, the number of articles published demonstrates a constant decline over the four 







 2016 2017 2018 2019 
Africa 7 1 13 6 
America 92 112 151 55 
Europe 48 82 113 52 
India 194 76 103 67 
International 1 - 3 2 
Others 3 8 23 22 
Pakistan 86 29 24 32 
Philippines 1 2 1 3 
Rest of Asia 67 34 88 30 
N/A 2 - - - 




It is possible to determine that in the year of 2016, India was the country with 
more articles, reaching up to 194. This record represents almost two times the number of 
articles dedicated to America, that got the second largest number of items with 92       
and Pakistan, that had 86 articles published, making it the third-largest number. In the 
next years, India is no longer the country with more articles, staying in third place    
after Europe and America. It is also essential to mention that the difference of results 
between countries or Areas in 2017, 2018, and 2019 is not as significant as in 2016. 
Even so, India is the country with more news considering the sum of the years, mostly 
because of 2016, with a total of 440 followed very closed by Americas with 410 and 
then Europe with 295. These results can be explained by the preference of the website, 
considering that the news concerning India would have a more positive repercussion to 
the readers, compared with the rest of the countries analysed. 
The vast number of expats from India, Pakistan and the Philippines should 
explain the vast disparity and variability of results. According to the world population 





Indians 38.2%, Bangladeshi 9.5%, Pakistani 9.4%, other 2.3%), Egyptian 10.2%, 
Philippine 6.1%, and other backgrounds with 12.8%. 
Representing the lands of the Central and South Pacific, namely Australia and 
New Zealand, the Others category had a total of 56 articles in the four years. However, 
if comparing individually each year, there is highest prominence of the category in 2019, 
with 22 articles. As well, Africa had a total of 21 articles in four years, with 1 article 
during the entire year of 2017. 
The Khaleej Times website also distinguishes the Philippines, even though it 
only registers 7 articles in total, with the country mainly being included in the articles 
from Rest of Asia. The same happens with the International category that only lists a 





 2016 2017 2018 2019 
MENA 178 57 28 23 
Oman 7 1 5 4 
Qatar 7 7 3 2 
Region 9 86 77 20 
Saudi Arabia 50 36 37 31 
(…) - - - - 
Table 9 - Number of articles for each Countries/Areas in MENA with automatic division from the website 
 
 
Considering the information in table 9, MENA has the most significant number 
of articles during the four years, followed by Region. 50ilit 50ilitar50te to refer that the 
website does not discriminate the countries explicitly referred in the article for MENA 
and Region categories. The 50ilitar50ten Syria, for instance, during the four years, is 
referred to as 50ilitar the MENA or Region, but in some cases distinguished individually 
as a country. The same happens with Qatar, Oman, Bahrain, and Kuwait, with articles 
50ilitar50 on the respective category and others under MENA or Region. In this matter, 
the data resulting from the automatic division of the website is not only inaccurate but 
also totally 50ilitar50tente. 
 2016 2017 2018 2019 
Iran 14 11 16 10 












Table 10 – Number of articles for each Countries/Areas in MENA with manual division 
 
 
Therefore, the above table considers the data from the manual division, as 
referred previously, with 51ilitar the articles regarding Saudi Arábia, one of the most 
prominent allies of the United Arab Emirates as well as a border country, with a 51ilita 
142 articles, 51ilita 702 news. The second most prominent country was Syria, with a 
total of 85 articles, easily explained by the 51ilitar conflicts that desolated the country 
the last few years, even if 2019 only registers 1 article concerning the same country. 
Qatar registered 56 articles in total, mostly from the year of 2017, followed Iran with 21 







 2016 2017         2018 2019 
Afzal Khan 24 - -  
AFP 88 81 94 42 
AP 55 46 89 26 
IANS 113 95 95 81 
PTI 62 33 46 12 
Reuters 44 39 56 41 
T.K Devasia 17 - - - 
Web Report 15 25           118 38 
(…) - - - - 
Table 11 - Number of articles for each Author in International Area 
 
 
To put things in perspective, during 2016, a total of 80 articles were written by a 
total of 19 identified reporters. However 50 pieces were written by only three identified 
MENA 26 6 4 7 
Qatar 9 41 4 2 
Region 5 9 7 4 
Saudi Arabia 56 43 43 35 
Syria 41 26 17 1 
(…) - - - - 
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reporters: Afzal Khan; T.K Devassia; and Nithin Belle. Those 80 articles, out of 501 
pieces, represent only 16% of the total number of articles considered. The identified 
news agencies, which were responsible for most of the news, occupy the first five spaces 
of the table, namely IANS, AFP, PTI, AP and Reuters. The new agencies are then 
accountable for 371 articles in total and a percentage of 74%. In 2016 the news agency 
IANS occupies the first place of the table with 113 pieces, AFP with 88 pieces and PTI 
with 62 pieces, completing the podium. A curious detail relies on the fact that WAM,  
the Emirates news agency, was used only to publish 5 articles in a national newspaper 
during the four years studied, namely on February 2016, and the remaining in 2019. As 
well, most of the reporters responsible for the articles in each year don’t appear repeated 
in other years, with names like Afzal Khan, the identified reporter who wrote the most 




2016 2017 2018 2019 






2 Allan Jacob 2 
T.K Devasia 17 Allan Jacob 1 Suneeti Ahuja 2 Angel Tesorero 1 
Nithin Belle 9 
Ishtiaq All 
Mehkri 
1 Sarwat Nasir 1 Bikram Vohra 1 
Bernd 







P.S Jayaram 6 
Asma Ali 
ZaiN 






1 Isaac John 1 - - 
Nilanjana 
Gupta 
2 - - - - - - 
(...) - - - - - - - 




In 2017, only 3.8 % of the news on the website were written by the six identified 
reporters, more specifically a total of 13 articles out of 344 articles. The numbers of 
2016 were already quite reduced, but when compared to this year, the drop is massive. 
Just like in 2016, IANS and AFP occupy number one and number two of the table, 
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followed by AP, Reuters and PTI, making the news agencies responsible for 88% of the 
articles produced in 2017. In this matter, those 88% represent the highest number of 
articles written by a news agency if compared to remaining years 
 
 2016 2017 2018 2019 
Agencies 12 - 1 - 
KT Web Team - - - - 
Online 1 - - - 
Our correspondent 7 - - - 
Staff Reporter 1 - 1 - 
Web Report 15 25 118 38 
Web Team 2 3 - - 
N/A 10 - 2 7 
Table 13 - Number of articles for each Non-Categorized/ Others in International Area 
 
 
In 2018, only 8 articles were written by 6 identified reporters, which percentage- 
wise represent 1.5 %. In that year, Web Reports had a prominent growth compared with 
the previous years, having a total of 118 articles. In comparison, IANS and AFP remains 
distinguished with 95 and 94 articles each, having 390 news written by news agencies in 
total, with a percentage of 75%. Besides the news agencies and identified reporters, 
there are also the Non-Categorized/Others responsible for the articles under study. For 
instant, Khaleej Times categorizes several similar sources, with different names such as 
Web Team, Khaleej Times Web Team, Our  Correspondent  or  Staff  Reporter.  In  
2016, Agencies were responsible for a total of 12 articles, but there is no form to 
comprehend the type or for which reason it was not considered into the percentages of 
news agencies, such as AFP and Reuters. The same happens with Web Report, which 
signed 18 pieces in 2018, with no manner to actually identify the source. As well         
the N/A denomination was established not by the website but while doing this study 
since the article in question had no recognised author, only a blank space under the title 
of the articles, namely 10 in 2016 , 2 in 2018, and 7 in 2019. 
Similar to the previous years, in 2019, only 6 articles were written by a total of 
five identified reporters, with a representation of 1,9%, while the news agencies were 
responsible for 75% of the articles, with the remaining percentage being related to Non- 
Categorized/ Others. All things considered, in the four years there were a total of only 
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107 articles out of 1633 written by a reporter, a percentage-wise of 7 %, while 1281 
items were responsibility of the news agency, around 78 %, while the other Non- 




 2016 2017 2018 2019 
AFP 70 54 44 15 
AP 50 21 21 3 
IANS 22 12 8 3 
Reuters 37 44 20 13 
WAM 14 19 15 10 
Web Report 27 21 26 19 
(…) - - - - 





In the 262 articles analysed from 2016, the news agencies are accountable for 
197 of them, which converted to percentage is more than 75%. The first six places are 
occupied  by  news   agencies,   namely AFP with   70   pieces, AP with   50   pieces   
and Reuters with 30. In terms of identified reporters, 12 of them were responsible for 16 
articles in total, representing 6%, with no name besides Suad Hamada being 
highlighted- who wrote 4 articles out of those 16. A similar situation occurs in 2017, 
with 77% of the pieces being written by a news agency, with a prominence towards AFP 




2016 2017 2018 2019 







































Shailesh Dash 1 
Sherouk 
Zakarial 
1 - - 
Waheed 
Abbas 1 
Issac John 1 - - - - Xinhua 1 
(…) - - - - - - 
 
            Table 15 – Number of articles for each Non-Categorized/ Others in ME 
 
 
A total of 118 articles were written in 2018 by a news agency indicating a 
percentage-wise of 73,8 %, with only three identified reporters being registered in that 
year – with 3 pieces written by Mustafa Al Zarooni, responsible for other 2 articles in 
2016- while the Non-Categorized/Others are accountable for 23% of the articles. If 
compared with International Area, the Non-Categorized/Others comprehend even more 
similar names such as Web Team, KT Web Team, Team KT, Khaleej Times Dubai, 
registering their most significant percentage in 2018. 
The year of 2019 registers the lowest number of articles written by a news 
agency, with 52 and a percentage of 62%, followed by Non-Categorized/Others, 
accountable by 31 % of the pieces, and the remaining 7% written by 6 different 
identified reporters. 
During the four years under observation, AFP, Reuters and AP were the news 
agencies responsible for most articles in MENA, while IANS, AFP and AP were the 
most prominent agencies in International Area- in this matter IANS, do not have such a 
strong presence in MENA, being accountable for only 45 articles. This way the news 
agencies were responsible for 75 % of the articles in MENA, a very similar number if 
compared with the 78 % from International Area. Regarding the identified reporters, 
those represented a total of 5%, in comparison with the 7% from International Area.  
The Non-Categorized/ Others, whose number are mostly compound by the Web Report, 
had  a  percentage  of  20%,  revealing  a  slight  increase  if  compared  with  15%   
from International Area. 
 
 
 2016 2017 2018 2019 
Agencies 8 - 2 1 
Khaleej Times-Dubai - 1 _ - 



















 2016 2017 2018 2019 
Aviation 27 23 50 23 
Crime/Justice 58 55 89 28 
Elections 37 2 - 1 
International affairs 38 44 33 25 
Internal Politics 36 36 41 48 
Local/Society 114 78 154 53 
Terrorism 36 41 18 13 
(...) - - - - 




By observing table 17, it is fair to affirm that over 2016, 2018, 2018, and 2019 
Local/Society was the theme most written about, followed by Crime/Justice, Internal 
Politics , International Affairs, and, curiously, Aviation. The recurrent aviation disasters 
over the years may explain those results, more specifically, the aircraft crash with the 
Brazilian football team in and the Russian military aircraft, both in 2016; the Turkish 
airline crash on take-off and the Myanmar military aircraft crash also in 2017; in 2018 
the Nepalese aircraft disaster while landing and the Lion aircraft crash; and 
disappearance of a charter in the English Chanel, alongside with the Ethiopian crash in 
2019. 
The theme Elections, reported no articles in 2018, with only 2 in 2017, and 1 in 
2019 but gets a prominent number in 2016, with 37 articles, and this fact being 
explained mainly by the U.S Presidential elections in 2016. Other vital factors to take 
KT-Web Team 1 - - - 
Staff Reporter 2 4 6 4 
Team Khaleej Times-Dubai - 1 1 - 
Web Team 3 1 - - 
Web Report 27 21 26 19 
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under consideration during those years are the referendum and the presidential election 
in France, as well as the general elections in Spain and the Russian legislative election. 
In  total,  the   themes   that   got   the   most   reduce   number   of   articles   
were Arts/Literature with 3 articles, all in 2016, followed by Sports with only 6 articles, 
and Religion with 9 pieces. 
The theme Terrorism also has a massive highlight, especially during 2016 and 
2017. The number of terrorist attacks that desolated Europe, but also India and Pakistan 
as a consequence of the military conflicts between each other, may explain the 
importance of reporting so much information on these subjects. Additional facts, such as 
the number of shootings that occurred in the United States of America, the suicide attack 
in Brussels and the famous Nice run over, as well as the Orlando shooting massacre in 
2016. The same happens in 2017 with the Manchester suicide attack and the New York 
and London run over. The Khaleej Times website also distinguishes six themes in total 
as Special Editions, but without any numeric projection and applicability, namely Battle 
for White House, with only 6 articles and the totality  of  them  in  2016; Trump Visa 
Ban with 2 items, both of them in 2017; and the Rohingya Crisis and Pakistan Elections, 
with only 1 article each, all in 2018; and India Elections 2019, India-Pakistan Standoff 





 2016 2017 2018 2019 
Economy/Business 16 1 12 7 
International Affairs 40 24 18 15 
Internal Politics 18 8 16 7 
Local/Society 42 16 25 15 
Military conflicts 40 33 40 8 
Refugees/International Law 10 65 9 4 
Terrorism 52 21 6 4 
Religions 3 1 5 7 
(…) - - - - 
Table 18 - Number of articles for each theme in MENA 
58  
The concept “Terrorism” was one of the critical terms of 2016 that affected not 
only the western world but also the Middle East, such as the terrorist attack in October 
in Sinai, the one in Cairo in December, and on other countries such as Iraq, and 
Afghanistan. Those are some of the reasons why Terrorism was the most written theme 
in that same year, with 52 articles. The theme Social/Society was also one of the most 
prominent in 2016, with 42 articles, followed by International Affairs and Military 
Conflicts. 
Military Conflicts are one of the most relevant themes in the articles studied, 
especially in MENA. This is easily justified by the numerous quantities of disputes in 
this area, such as: the Yemen crisis and the outbreak of a civil war since 2011 involving 
Saudi Arabia; the beginning of the Syrian Civil war in 2011; the Turkish coup d’état 
attempt in 2016; Iran and Saudi Arabia proxy conflict since 2011; and the Iraqi Civil 
wars from 2014 to 2017. In that matter Military Conflicts had a total of 121 articles 
during the total of years, with 40 of them in 2018, but with only 8 pieces in 2019. Even 
if the theme Refugees/ International Law wasn’t one of the most distinguished themes in 
2016, it was definitely notorious in 2017, with a massive number of 65 articles, followed 
by Military Conflicts with 33 articles. The eruption of the Syrian civil war had several 
preposterous consequences, besides a large number of casualties, such as the refugee 
crisis in 2017 and the Visa bans that were determined by the American president, 
Donald Trump, explaining the 97 articles for the themes Refugees/ International Area, 
over the four years. As well the theme Elections, didn´t get any representation in MENA, 







 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total 
January - - 1 2329 2330 
February - - 45 1235 1280 
March - - - 2986 2986 
April 1 1 13 2363 2378 
May - - 925 3237 4162 



















During the four years analysed, a total of 51317 reactions were given for a total 
of 674 articles. From those 51317 reactions, a sum of 10823 reactions was destined to 
111 articles in 2016, with the first eight months counting only with 2 reactions, one in 
April and the other one in August. 
A very different conjuncture was presence in 2017, with only 4 reactions being 
expressed for the 344 articles registered: 1 in April; 1 in June; and 2 in December. This 
situation could represent the lack of interest from the readers of the website to react to a 
piece or the indication of a glitch in the system of the Khaleej Times Website, if taking 
into consideration, as well, the incoherence between the first half and second half of the 
year of 2016. 
In 2018, the numbers increased considerably, with 14253 reactions for a total of 
301 articles. The majority of the reactions is aggregate in the second part of the years, 
namely between August and December, while January, February, March and May 
registered the lowest quantity of reactions. It is important to notice that March didn´t 
record any number, not only in 2018 but also during the three years of study. 
The massive numbers in 2019 column demonstrate once more the idea of a 
technical problem in the website with a colossal number of 26237 reactions, for a total 
of 258 articles. In that matter, February, June and December were the months with less 
reaction, and also the months with less articles, while May, August and September were 
the moths that registered the highest number of reactions. 
July - - 3222 1861 5083 
August 1 - 1629 3022 4652 
September 1377 - 2485 3551 7413 
October 4762 - 1366 1484 7612 
November 2308 - 3002 1967 7277 
December 2374 2 1286 1070 4732 





 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total 
January - 1 2 464 467 
February - - 6 136 142 
March - - 4 48 52 
April - - 13 587 600 
May 10 - - 3136 3146 
June - 4 517 1957 2478 
July 4 14 529 26 573 
August - - 1601 2010 3611 
September 137 - 805 1522 2464 
October 647 2 597 250 1496 
November 1913 2 131 993 3039 
December 364 11 201 898 1474 
Total 3075 34 4406 12027 19542 
Table 20 - Number of reaction for each month in MENA 
 
 
Analysing the reactions from the first year of study in MENA it is possible to 
understand that 3075 reactions were given to a total 51, and just like in International 
Area, no reactions were given during the firsts four months of the year, alongside with 
June and August. On the other hand, most of the reactions were given in the last four 
months. 
Once more, the circumstances from International Area were also noticed in 
MENA in 2017, with a sum of only 34 reactions on a total of 10 articles. In this matter, 
the months between February and May didn’t include any reaction, alongside with 
August and September. This numeric event may increase even more the idea of a 
possible technical problem on the website during some periods. 
The second last year of the study demonstrate a significant increase in the 
numbers, with a total of 4406 reactions for a total of 85 articles, with the first five 
months recording the lowest aggregation of reactions. 
Following the pattern from International Area, there is also a substantial increase 
of number in 2019, if comparing with the previous years, with a sum 12027 articles for 
225 articles. 
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After a detailed analysis of the subjects mostly recurrent in each 
Countries/Areas, it is possible to conclude that there is a vast  prominence  of  the  
theme Local/Society in most of the countries. Over the four years, India had a total of 
440 articles, with 127 of them being regarded the theme Local/Society, and then 
followed  by Crime/Justice with  91  articles.  It   is   essential   to   refer,   as   well,   
that Crime/Justice had a total of 230 articles, with close to half of it related to India, 
with 40 % and the remaining 60% to the rest of the countries under study. Those 
numbers also implicate that 50%, half of the articles published regarding India between 
2016 and 2019 are referred to only two themes. 
On the other hand, Pakistan has a more significant balanced results, between 
four topics: Crime/Justice; Local/Society; International Affair and Internal Politics. 
 
 
 Americas Europe India Pakistan 
Aviation 29 24 31 3 
Crime Justice 48 40 91 25 
Elections 32 2 3 2 
Environment/Health 22 10 24 8 
Internal Politics 35 31 42 33 
International affairs 49 18 19 29 
Local/ Society 80 80 127 23 
Terrorism 24 29 12 16 
(...) - - - - 




Recurrently, the theme Local/Society was the most referred in Americas, 
followed by International Affairs with a total of 49 articles, as well as Crime/Justice 
with 48 pieces. Even if the theme Elections doesn’t have a substantial relevance over the 
total of years in all countries, it was the most highlighted theme in 2016 in America, 
with 31 articles and a representation of 33 %. As well, according to Times Magazine, 
words such as “Elections”, “Trump” and “Hilary” occupied the top 10 of the most 
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searched terms in 201662. The 24 articles concerning Terrorism in America are mostly 
from 2017. The same theme was the third most distinguished in Europe as a result of the 
terrorist attacks that wrecked the European continent in 2017. 
 
 Africa Others Rest of Asia 
Aviation 2 6 27 
Crime Justice 2 7 15 
Elections - - 1 
Environment/Health 2 6 31 
Internal Politics 6 - 11 
International affairs - - 22 
Local/ Society 8 19 61 
Terrorism 2 8 16 
(...) - - - 
Table 22 - Cross data between Theme and Countries/Areas in International Area 
 
 
The subject Internal Politics is one of the most balanced toward the countries, 
only with a slight tendency in India, with 42 articles and in Americas with 35 pieces, 
being the theme most written concerning Pakistan, with 33 articles. 
Regarding Rest of Asia and its eminence towards Local/Society, there is also a 
tendency  towards: Environment/Health  with  31  articles, Aviation with  27  news;   
and International Affairs with 22 articles. 
The  low  numbers  concerning Africa,  only  enhance  a  slight  preference   
about Local/Society, with some of the most prominent themes in the other countries/ 
continent not even being mentioned once, such as International Affairs and Elections. 
Therefore, there are only eight themes over the four years that are referred to in Africa, 
and a similar aspect  occurring  with Others,  that  didn´t  even  register  subjects  such 




By observing the results from the correlation between Countries/Areas and 





other themes besides Local/Society and Crime/Justice, if comparing  with  the  data  
from International Area. With a total of 79 articles and one of the most highlighted 
themes in MENA, Terrorism was mostly referred to in Iraq, with 20 items, followed     
by Syria, with 14 articles. Those 20 articles represent a massive number in Iraq, 
approximately 43%, since the country only counts with 47 articles over the years, 
making Military Conflicts the second most highlighted theme with a representation of 
28%. 
Regarding the country with the highest number of articles, Saudi Arabia, the 
tendency of themes goes to Local Society and International Affairs, with 36 and 27 
pieces, respectively. Opposite to International Area, in which Crime/Justice was one of 
the most substantial themes, in MENA, it only counts with a total of 51 articles, but a 




Crime/Justice Internal Politics Local/Society Terrorism 
Iran 1 3 8 2 
Iraq - 4 3 20 
Qatar 1 - 3 _ 
Saudi Arabia 25 13 36 7 
Syria 4 5 6 14 
(...) - - - - 




In general, Military Conflicts was the theme most written about, with a total of 
121  articles,  and  the  bigger  preponderance  in Syria,  with  36  articles,  as  well       
in Saudi Arabia with 20 pieces. The theme Refugees/International Law, stands out 
massively, especially in 2017, not because of a refugee's crises but for international 
repercussions in several aspects of the Qatar Crisis. As a direct result, Qatar, who 
registers 54 articles in total, had 38 articles relative to Refugees/International Law, 
corresponding to 68%. As well, the  theme International Affairs has  a  tendency 
towards Saudi Arabia, with 27 articles, and Iran with 22 pieces. Those 22 articles 
represent a significant number, approximately 43 %, in Iran since the country only 


























It is also essential to observe the correlation between Countries/Areas and 
“Author/News Agencies” to better understand certain tendencies. There is a massive 
correlation between the origin country of the news agencies and the specific country or 
continent analysed. For an instant the Indian news agency, IANS was the agency mostly 
used in India, with 168 articles written. At the same time, the other Indian News 
Agency, PTI was also the third agency that wrote most pieces about India, making into a 
percentage of precisely 60%, the number articles written from two Indian News 
Agencies. Also, essential reporters names that wrote a rate of articles in 2016 such        
as T.K   Devasia, Nithin   Belle,   and P.S.   Jayaram only   produced   articles 
concerning India and no other Country or Area. The same happens with the reporter C.P 
Surendran, who also exclusively wrote about India in 2017. 
 
 
 India Pakistan 
Afzal Khan - 24 
AFP 29 21 
AP 12 7 
C.P. Surendran 7 - 
IANS 168 52 






Iran 22 2 4 
Iraq 1 13 4 
Qatar 5 - 38 
Saudi Arabia 27 20 11 
Syria 8 36 8 


















The Indian news agencies, IANS and PTI were also the agencies responsible for 
the most significant number of articles regarding Pakistan, being also possible to 
understand certain specializations on individual reporters. For an instant, also in 2016, 
the reporter Afzal Khan wrote articles only about Pakistan, with 24 articles, and with the 
same happening to the denominate “Our Correspondent”, with 7 articles. 
Exceptionally, there isn’t a correlation between a Pakistan news agency and their 
articles, with the APP, The Associated Press of Pakistan being referred for only 2 
articles over 2016. 
 
 Africa Americas Europe Rest of Asia Others 
AFP 6 79 82 74 12 
AP 5 103 40 39 10 
IANS 7 78 34 35 7 
PTI 1 18 12 3 2 
Reuters 3 63 46 31 6 
Web Report 3 45 68 25 17 
(...) - - - - - 




As an American news agency, the Associated Press, AP, with a total of 215 
articles, was the agency responsible for most of the articles concerning America, writing 
a massive number of 103 during the four years of study, with a representation of 54%. 
The same correlation also happens with the French news agency, AFP and Europe. In 
that matter, AFP was the agency that mostly wrote about Europe, with a total of 82 
articles, being also the favorite to Rest of Asia with 74 pieces. Regarding the English 
News Agency, Reuters was most prominent in America, with 63 articles, but also very 
Our Correspondent - 7 
P.S Jayaram 6 - 
PTI 98 20 
Reuters 21 10 
T.K Devasia 17 - 
Web Report 29 7 
(...) - - 
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present in Europe with 46 pieces, and even in Rest of Asia with 31 articles. By  
observing Africa it is only possible to refer that out of 27 articles over the analysed 
years, there is a slight tendency by IANS with 7 articles and 6 pieces by AFP. The same 
happens with the lack of results regarding Others,  with  an  average  propensity  




Compelling the correlation between Author and Countries/Areas, it is noticeable 
that the French news  agency, AFP,  has  the  most  significant  highlight,  followed  
with AP and Web Report. To give an illustration, in Saudi Arabia it is possible to 
observe that there is a substantial number of articles written by Web Report, namely 51 
articles, corresponding to 29%. Also, the French news agency was accountable for 27 
articles, and Reuters for 20 of them, while WAM, the Emirates news agency wrote 18 
pieces.  Those  18  articles   represent   a   substantial   number,   approximately   31%, 
in WAM since the agency counts with 58 articles over the years. There is a significant 
change regarding this news agency if compared with International Area since it was 
only used for 5 articles in the total of the four years. In MENA, the Emirates agency 





Qatar Saudi Arabia Syria 
AFP 10 32 41 
AP 5 11 15 
Reuters 16 20 12 
WAM 9 18 1 
Web Report 1 51 1 
(...) - - - 
Table 27- Cross data between Author and Countries/Areas in MENA 
 
 
Curiously, with the prominence of articles regarding Saudi Arabia, SPA, the 
Saudi Press Agency was only used for two articles over four years, with one of them 
being alongside with Reuters. Regarding Syria, with a total of 85 articles, there is 
predominance towards the French News Agency, AFP, with 41 pieces, corresponding to 
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a percentage of 48 %, followed by AP, with 15 articles. On the other hand, Qatar, with a 
sum of 56 articles, had a slight tendency to Reuters, with 16 articles, followed by AFP . 
 
 
 Iran Iraq 
AFP 19 16 
AP 7 10 
Reuters 13 8 
WAM 4 - 
Web Report - 2 
(...) - - 




As for Iran with a sum of 51 articles, demonstrates a tendency relatively to AFP, 
with 19 articles and 13 from Reuters, meaning that the two agencies are accountable for 
a percentage of 61 % of the news concerning this country. Regarding Iraq, there is a 
more balanced correlation of news agencies with prevalence  between AFP, AP and  
then Reuters. 
 




Aviation Crime/Justice Local/Society Terrorism 
AFP 19 33 66 35 
AP 25 27 51 20 
IANS 21 65 70 34 
PTI 16 37 32 2 
Reuters 15 20 27 8 
Web Report 21 25 110 - 
(...) - - - - 
Table 29- Cross data between Author and Theme in International Area 
 
Considering the most prominent theme, Local/Society and its 399 articles, there 
is a propensity towards Web Report, with  110  articles,  representing  28%,  followed  
by AFP with  66  pieces  and  a  percentage  of  17%.   Those   same   110   articles   
from Web Report confirm favouritism off 57% towards the theme Local/Society, and 
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with   the   remaining   rates   being   divided   within   the   other   subjects.    The  
theme Crime/Justice, with 230 articles in total, has a vastest prevalence over the Indian 
News  Agency, IANS with  61   articles   and   a   percentage   of   26%,   alongside   
with AFP and PTI. The theme Terrorism demonstrates a tendency towards the European 
News Agency, AFP, alongside with the fact that most of the articles regarding that same 
theme  are  about Europe,  as  already  referred   previously.   By   observing   the   
theme Aviation, it is possible to notice there is a balance between the five most 
important News Agencies and Web Report, with no significant highlights. 
 
 
 Internal Politics International Affairs Refugees/International Law 
AFP 28 35 9 
AP 13 18 5 
IANS 37 40 5 
PTI 14 14 7 
Reuters 33 18 2 
Web Report 6 - 3 
(...) - - - 




By   observing   the   above   table   is   doable   to   comprehend   that   the 
theme Internal Politics, with a total of 160 articles, has a tendency towards the two news 
agencies, IANS and Reuters, with 37 articles and 33 respectively, followed by the French 
Agency AFP, with 28 pieces. The same happens with the theme International Affairs 
who has an inclination to IANS, with 40 articles and AFP, with 35 items. Regarding the 





Opposite to other categories cross-dated previously, in general, there isn’t a 
significant correlation between the Author and the Theme. In numbers, the news 
agencies AFP, Reuters, AP and also Web Report are responsible for a total of 485 
articles out of 702, with a moderate inclination towards five themes: Military 
Conflicts,Refugees/International Law, Local/Society, International Aff airs and 
Terrorism. The most prominent theme Military Conflicts has a considered  tendency to 
the French news agency, AFP with 50 items, corresponding to a percentage of  41%,  
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alongside   with Reuters,   with   22   items.   On   the   other   side,   the   theme 
Crime/Justice has  a  major  incidence  between  three  different  Authors,  namely AP, 





Crime/Justice Local/Society Military conflicts Terrorism 
AFP 12 27 50 26 
AP 10 10 17 14 
IANS 2 4 11 7 
Reuters 5 2 22 19 
WAM 2 2 11 4 
Web Report 14 36 - 1 
(...) - - - - 




One of the most prevalence themes, Local/Society, had a sum of 98 articles, with 
the French news agency Web Report and AFP accountable for 36 and 27 articles, 
respectively. As well, the subject Terrorism, with a total of 83 items, was mostly written 
by the AFP, followed by Reuters, with those agencies being then accountable for 54 % 
of the articles. 
 
 International affairs Internal politics Refugees/International law 
AFP 27 8 13 
AP 11 6 11 
IANS 8 4 4 
Reuters 12 18 26 
WAM 15 4 10 
Web Report 3 3 8 
(...) - - - 




The theme Refugees/International Law, demonstrates prevalence over the British 
News Agency, Reuters with a total of 26 articles, representing a percentage of 30%, with 
the same correlation happening between Internal Politics and Reuters, with a sum of 18 
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articles and 37%. Regarding the theme International affairs there is slight prevalence 
over the French News agency AFP. Web Report, with a sum of 94 articles had a 
incidence in mostly two themes-Local/Society and Crime/ Justice- corresponding to a 
percentage of 53%. 
 






 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total 
Aviation 1896 1 2102 3808 7806 
Crime/Justice 2018 1 1761 1450 5230 
Internal politics 222 1 995 4681 5898 
International affairs 3464 1 375 2834 6674 
Local/Society 1427 - 5575 5784 12787 
Terrorism 94 - 155 2040 2289 
(…) (…) - - - - 




With the highest number of articles the theme Local/Society was the one with 
more reactions over the four years under study, with a total of 12787 for their 399 
pieces, while the second most reacted theme was Aviation, with the fifth most number of 
articles and 7806 articles. The theme International Affairs with the forth the highest 
number of articles, had the third highest number of reactions with 6674 reactions, while 
the theme Internal Politics with the third topmost number of articles, namely with 160, 
had the forth highest number reactions total with 5898. The second most predominance 
theme with 230 articles-Crime/Justice had the fifth highest number of reactions, with 
5230.While themes such as Arts/Literature and the Special Edition- Trump Visa Ban, 























   Table 34- Cross data between Reactions and Theme in MENA 
 
The second most prominent theme, Local/Society with 98 articles had the highest 
number of reactions with 9275, while the theme Religion with only 16 articles over the 
four years had the second highest number of reactions with 3695. The fifth most eminent 
theme, Crime/Justice had the third highest number of reactions with 1923. With only 2 
articles, the special edition Ramadan had the forth-highest number of reactions with 
1054. On the other hand the theme with most articles, Military Conflicts with 121 pieces 
had sonly a sum of 478 reactions, with the same happening with the third most 
prominent theme, International Affairs that only had 576 reactions. 
 





 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total 
Africa - - 148 159 307 
Americas 940 1 3338 2435 6714 
Europe 825 2 2448 3658 6933 
India 5294 - 3504 9817 18615 
International - - 279 65 344 
Others 5 - 1362 2026 3393 
Pakistan 2683 1 1528 6641 10853 
Philippines 30 - 30 139 199 
Rest of Asia 1046 - 1616 1297 3959 




India with the highest number of articles had also the most amounts of reactions 
 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total 
 Crime/Justice 296 - 860 767 1923 
 International affairs 88 - 146 342 576 
 Local/Society 2111 2 629 6533 9275 
 Military conflicts 22 11 146 299 478 
 Ramadan 2019 - - - 1054 1054 
 Religion 8 1 1949 1737 3695 
(…) (…) (…) (…) (…) (…) 
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with 18615; while the second most reacted Countries/Areas was Pakistan with only 171 
articles but 10853 reactions. Regarding the second most eminent Countries/Areas, 
Americas had a similar number of reactions with Europe, with 6714 and 6933 reactions 
respectively; taking into consideration that Americas had a total of 410 articles and 





 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total 
Iran 5 - 46 230 281 
Iraq 329 1 20 44 394 
MENA 184 - 123 908 1215 
Oman 258 - 682 706 1646 
Qatar 20 4 134 806 964 
Saudi Arabia 2052 28 2287 8614 12981 
Syria 141 - 86 2 229 
(…) (…) (…) (…) (…) (…) 




Saudi Arabia, the country with the highest number of articles, 177, had also the 
largest number of reactions, more specifically 12981, while country with the second 
highest number of articles, Syria with 85 articles, had only 229 reactions. On the other 
hand the second most reacted country was Oman with 1646 and 19 articles, followed by 
MENA with 1215 reactions and 42 articles. Other countries that also had a prominent 
number of articles, such as Iran and Iraq had only a total a sum 281 reactions and 394 
reactions, respectively. As well, certain countries such as Israel with a total of 10 





With the elaboration of this study, it is fair to conclude that the idea sold by 
the UAE government of a country full of wonders and magnificent places, alongside 
with the illusion of a land of opportunities, to be wrong and deceived. This deception 
aims only to cover the absolute lack of human rights, labour exploitation and strict 
and rigorous Regulations and Laws carried out by an absolute political monarchy. 
This conjuncture led to an unlimited privation of freedom in all fields, especially 
expression, making the most humble and simple person thinking twice before saying 
or writing any text publically, even for a journalist whose only aim is to inform its 
audience. 
As seen, the National Media Council and its law 15 of 1980, is the ultimate 
example and practise of journalism antagonization with his chapter 7 “ Material which is 
prohibited from Publications”. With their several articles, acts such as the criticism of 
any significant ruler in the UAE or even criticism to an ally of the UAE such as Saudi 
Arabia, one of the most severe and oppressed nations in the entire world, are totally 
forbidden. The penalties for each considered crimes include rigid fines and even the risk 
of imprisonment. The telecommunications also played an essential part in this “media- 
controlling game” were both Internet service providers: being owned an operated by 
state corporations, leading to an endless number of websites being blocked. The Arab- 
spring of 2011 had an unquestioning effect in the cybercrime laws of the Mena region, 
no leaving aside the UAE. The Anti-terrorism laws passed in 2014 determined some 
strict restrictions, with the usage of VPN being declared illegal, limitating even more 
liberty freedoms in the UAE. Not only an expat can not use Facetime, Skype and 
WhatsApp to communicate abroad, but also can get a fine for using a VPN for trying to 
use those platforms The Federal Law 5 of 2019 is also a perfect example of censorship 
by determining as a crime the use of a social media to damage national unity or social 
peace. Similar to article 70 of Law 15 of 1980, this law of 2019 also declares as a crime 
the damage of the UAE rulers and symbols punishable by law. Simple platforms as 
sapo.pt, a Portuguese website are not accessible for supposedly containing “content that 
is prohibited under the “Internet Access Management Regulatory Policy”. These 
circumstances not only impose massive censorship by several authorities but also lead to 
a desperate act- self- censorship, where a journalist for instant prefers to censorship its 
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own speech out of fear in order to avoid the consequences for disobedience of the Media 
Laws. 
In this matter, two organizations: Freedom House and Reporters without Borders 
(RSF) give an accurate image of the rights and liberties of each country, especially in  
the MENA area. In both organizations, if taking into consideration the last six years, 
Kuwait is considered the country with the highest number of freedom and liberties. 
While Freedom House considers the UAE, the forth country with less freedom out of the 
seven countries under study, behind Kuwait, Qatar and Oman. On the other hand 
Reporters without Borders declares the UAE, the third country with more freedom after 
Kuwait and Qatar. Besides Kuwait, another factor in common with the two organization 
relies on the fact that Saudi Arabia occupies the worst rankings, not only in this small 
sample of countries under study but in the entire world. 
This study also made it possible to conclude that all of those seven countries 
have a strict set of laws and regulations legislation regarding Freedom of expression. 
Even if the concept of freedom ”laid down by the law” is guaranteed in the Constitution 
there are always questioned in the Penal Code. Not only that but countries such as 
Bahrain, Kuwait and Oman only got their independence from the British Empire in the 
second half of the twenty century, leading to late constitutions. More specifically also 
under the power of British empire until 1916, Qatar only got its Constitution settled in 
2003, as well Saudi-Arabia never adopted an official constitution until nowadays, 
having only adopted by royal decree a basic law adopted in 1992. 
The data collected between the first seven days of each month during four years: 
2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019 of the categories handled in the Khaleej Times: International 
Area and MENA, made it possible to get to several conclusions. Regarding the number 
of articles in each section, there is a massive difference of published articles, from 1633 
articles in International Area to only 702 pieces in MENA. 
When evaluating the countries and areas of each section in the total of four  
years, India was the most prominent in International Area with a sum of 440 articles 
followed by Americas with 410 and then Europe with 295 pieces. Rest of Asia was the 
fourth most distinguished sector with 219 articles, followed by Pakistan with 171 pieces. 
The vast disparity and variability of results can be justified by the website inclination, 
towards its  readers  and  the  vast  number  of  expats  in  the  UAE  from India  
(38.2%), Pakistan (9.4%) and the Philippines (6,1%). On the other hand, several 
categories demonstrate a small number of articles, namely Others, representing the lands 
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of the Central and South Pacific, with only 56 articles over the four years, or even more 
outrageously Africa had a total of 21 articles in four years, with 1 article during the 
entire year of 2017. The Khaleej Times website commits several inaccuracies with their 
automatic division by distinguishing the Philippines, even though it only registers 7 
articles in total, with the country mainly being included in the articles from Rest of Asia. 
In a more astronomic proportion, this erroneous automatic division is even more noted 
in the other section under study: MENA. In this section, the website, by not discriminate 
the countries explicitly referred in the article for MENA and Region categories, having 
the need for a manual division. If not the results would have been tempered with 286 
articles from MENA and 192 articles from Region over the four years of study. Instead, 
with the manual division, it was possible to realize that MENA category had only 43 
articles and Region 25 articles. 
Regarding the authors responsible for the articles written in the four years under 
study in International Area there were a total of only 107 articles out of 1633 written by 
a reporter, a percentage-wise of 7 %, while 1281 items were the responsibility of the 
news agency, around 78 %, while the other Non-Categorized/Others source engaged 245 
articles, namely 15 %. Specifically, 2016 was the year where the identified reporters 
were responsible for the highest number of articles with 16%, while 2018 marks the year 
with the lowest percentage, namely 1.5 %. Also, 2017 represent the highest number of 
articles written by a news agency if compared to the remaining years with 88%. These 
high percentages of numbers concerning news agencies are also noted in the other 
section under study-MENA. This way the news agencies were responsible for 75 % of 
the  articles  in MENA,  a  very  similar  number   if   compared   with   the   78   %   
from International Area. If considering the identified reporters, those represented a total 
of 5%, in comparison with the 7% from International Area, with the lowest number 
being registered in 2018 with 2,5%. Specifically, if comparing with the International 
Area, there is a constant drop over the years concerning news agencies accountable for 
articles understudy, going from 75% to 62%. The Non-Categorized/ Others, whose 
number are mostly compound by the Web Report, had a percentage of 20%, revealing a 
slight increase if compared with 15% from International Area. 
The themes understudy in International Area demonstrates a vast predominance 
over Local/Society and Crime/Justice, with 399 and 230 articles, precisely, followed    
by Internal  Politics,  International Affairs, and,  surprisingly, Aviation. Themes   such 
as Elections and Terrorism also had a massive highlight more precisely in 2016 and 
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2017, while themes that were given as Special Editions, meaning the website created 
them specifically end up for having any numeric projection and applicability. The same 
happens    with    themes    such    as Arts/Literature, Education and     even Sports. In 
the MENA section where the political and social conjecture is totally distinguished that 
the  one  in  the  remaining  areas  covered  by  the  section International  Area the 
theme Military Conflicts was the most relevant, followed 
by Local/Society and International Affairs, closed numerically by  
Refugees/International Law and Terrorism. One the other hand themes such as Elections 
didn’t  get  any  representation,  while  others  registered  the   lowest   numbers,   
namely Arts/Literature, Entertainment/Lifestyle and Sports. Opposite 
to International Area, in which Crime/Justice was one of the most substantial themes,  
in MENA, it only counts with a total of 51 articles. 
Unlike International Area, there were only two special editions in the MENA 
section- Ramadan 2019, a festive season, which is, celebrated every year, and Qatar 
Crisis, subject, which is mostly referred in the themes International Affairs and 
Refugees/ International Law- both with no numeric significance in terms of articles. 
The number of reactions could have been an excellent indicator if it wasn´t the 
disparity of results over the years, especially if comparing the data from 2017 and 2019 
in both International Area and MENA. 
After cross-dating the information Countries/Areas and Themes in the 
International Area section it was possible to conclude that there was a vast prominence 
of the theme Local/Society in most of the countries/areas over the four years of study, 
namely Americas, Europe, India, Africa, Others, Rest of Asia. Only Pakistan had 
prominence over another theme; specifically, Internal Politics most written about, with 
the theme Local/Society being the fourth most written. Regarding the second most 
noticeable theme Crime/Justice with a total of 230 articles, over the four years, had  
close to half of it related to India. In the MENA section, it was possible to observe the 
highest predominance of numbers with other themes 
besides Local/Society and Crime/Justice,     if     comparing     with      the      data    
from International Area, with the theme Military Conflicts having a bigger 
preponderance over Syria and Saudi Arabia. As well the theme Terrorism was mostly 
referred to in Iraq, followed by Syria. 
By correlating the data between Author and Countries/Areas, it was possible to 
conclude that there is a considerable connection between the origin country of the news 
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agencies and the specific country or continent analysed. In this matter the Indian news 
agency, IANS was the agency mostly used in India category while the same correlation 
happens with the French news agency, AFP and Europe, as well as the correlation 
between American news agency, the Associated Press, AP and the America category, 
with one of the few exceptions being Pakistan and APP. It was also doable to understand 
that certain reporters only produce articles concerning a specific country or area  
namely: T.K Devasia, Nithin Belle, P.S. Jayaram and India; or Afzal Khan and Pakistan. 
In the MENA section, the conclusions are not as notorious as International Area with the 
most   distinguished   Author   being   AFP,   followed   with AP and Web Report.   In 
the Saudi Arabia category it is possible to observe that there is a substantial number of 
articles written by Web Report, while the local agency, the Saudi Press Agency, SPA 
was only used for two articles over four years. Regarding Syria, there is predominance 
towards the French News Agency, AFP, with 48 %, while Qatar, with a sum of 56 
articles, had a slight tendency to Reuters, with 16 articles, followed by AFP. 
In general, if considering both International Area and MENA, there isn’t a 
substantial correlation  between the Author  and the Themes. Specifically and if 
considering the most prominent theme, Local/Society and its 399 articles in International 
Area, there  is  a  propensity  towards Web Report. In  contrast, the 
theme Terrorism demonstrates a tendency towards the European News Agency, AFP. 
As already referred the lack of correlation is extend to the MENA section where the 
news agencies AFP, Reuters, AP and also Web Report responsible for a total of 485 
articles  out of  702, demonstrate a moderate inclination towards five 
themes: Military Conflicts, Refugees/International Law, Local/Society, International 
Affairs. 
The correlation of information between Reactions and Theme, as well as 
Reactions and Countries/Areas made it possible to comprehend that the subjects with 
most articles were not always the ones more reacted, namely with the theme Aviation in 
International Area or Special-Ramadan 2019 in MENA. Even if India and Americas 
were the Countries/Areas with the highest number of articles and reactions in the 
International Area, in the MENA sections the country with the second highest number 
of articles, Syria has a very reduce number of reactions, while Oman with only a few 
articles has the second highest number of reactions. 
By analysing the collected data from Khaleej Times in both sectors-International 
Area and MENA-it was possible to observe a massive dependency between the 
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Newspaper understudy and News Agencies, including IANS, Reuters, AFP and AP. 
Usually, a News Agency delivers services to newspapers and broadcasting companies of 
any revealing and informative material to be disseminated worldwide. Still, in this study, 
the corporation and dependency are more than just the one of service providers by 
replacing  completely  the  use  of  the  Khaleej  Times  reporters  to   build   
information. Despite this, a numerous amount of news agencies work cooperatively, 
producing their news in a retail way for the interest of their costumer. However, they 
regulate themselves depending on their country, with some having strings attached to the 
government and others have their information based only on the pursuit of news 
contributors. Generally, there is a tendency to have one local news agency, which is 
more prominent and controls the market. 
The pictures created by people's minds regarding the outside world are 
significantly influenced by the information transmitted by the mass media, molding 
them in both aspect and essence. The agenda setting effects of the mass media also have 
significant implications beyond the pictures created in people's heads. In the original, 
traditional domain of agenda-setting, the salience "most noticeable or important" of 
public issues, there is considerable evidence that the shifting salience of issues on the 
media agenda often are the basis for public opinion about the overall performance in 
office of a public leader. In turn, the salience of a leader in the news also is linked with 
whether an individual holds any opinion at all. At the second level of agenda setting, the 
salience of affective attributes intertwined with the public's cognitive pictures of these 
leaders represents the convergence of attribute agenda-setting with opinion formation 
and change. Beyond attitudes and opinions, the pictures of reality created by the mass 
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Panting, sculpture, architecture, performing arts, 
conceptual ideas. Written words and novels. 
Aviation 
Flight, aircrafts and aviation industry, transportation, 
passenger’s history. 
Crime/Justice 
Subjects regarding crime and criminal law, system laws, 
trials and courts. 
Culture/Heritage 
Manifestation of human intellectual, ideas, History and 
archaeological monuments. 
Economy/Business 
Production, trade, consumption of goods and services. 
Companies components and enterprise 
Education 
Systematic instructions, schools and universities, learning 
and pedagogy. 
Elections 
Representative democracy, group decision-making, 
Legislature, executive, judiciary, regional government 
Entertainment/Lifestyle 
Leisure, public performance, personalities, Hollywood 
and Bollywood, events, agenda. 
Environment/Health 
Public Health, Environmental Health, Occupation 
Medicine, and Epidemiology. 
Internal politics 
Domestic politics within specific countries, political 
parties, parliaments and measures. 
International affairs 
Governments, politics and economics between several 
countries. Affairs between nations. 
Local/Society 
Local community, public and people components, affairs 
and subjects. 
Military conflicts 
Internal and external armed conflicts around the world. 
Territorial dispute and protest movements. 
Refugees/International 
Law 
Set of laws between nations, normative guidelines, human 
rights, displace communities and crises, 
Religion 
Beliefs, ceremonies, Gods, worships, religious figures 
and public holidays. 
Science/Technology 
Empirical evidence, life and physical science, biology, 
physic, elementary astronomy, Earth science. 
Sports 
Competitive physical activities, games, modalities, 
football, teams, rugby, croquette 
Terrorism 
Intentional violence, nationalist and religious groups, 
revolutionaries, domestic and International Terrorism. 




 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total 
Afghanistan 7 2 1 - 10 
Algeria 1 - 1 1 3 










































 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total 
AFP 88 81 94 42 305 
AFP/Reuters 1 - 1 - 2 
AFP/Web Report - - 1 - 1 
Afzal Khan 23 - - - 23 
Agencies 13 - 1 - 14 
Allan Jacob - 1 - 2 3 
Ambica Sadin - - 1 - 1 
Angel Tesorero - - - 1 1 
ANI - - - 6 6 
AP 55 46 88 26 215 
Egypt 13 9 14 6 42 
Iran 14 11 16 10 51 
Iraq 25 15 3 4 47 
Israel 5 3 2 - 10 
Jordan 5 2 2 2 11 
Kuwait 5 8 5 - 18 
Lebanon 1 4 2 2 9 
Libya - 1 1 - 2 
MENA 26 4 6 7 43 
Morocco - 1 - - 1 
Oman 9 1 5 4 19 
Palestine 8 5 9 2 24 
Qatar 9 41 4 2 56 
Region 5 9 7 4 25 
Saudi Arabia 56 43 43 35 177 
Somalia - - 1 - 1 
Syria 41 26 17 1 85 
Tunisia - - 2 - 2 
Turkey 12 1 1 2 16 
Yemen 12 5 12 2 31 
Total 262 196 160 84 702 
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AP/ IANS - - - 1 1 
AP/AFP 2 3 1 - 6 
AP/AFP/Reuters - - 1 - 1 
AP/Reuters - 1 - - 1 
APP 2 1 - 2 5 
Ashwani Kumar - - 2 - 2 
Asma Ali Zain - 1 - - 1 
Azul Khan 1 - - - 1 
Bernd Debusmann Jr. 6 - - - 6 
Bikram Vohra - - - 1 1 
C.P Surendran - 8 - - 8 
Christian Science Monitor 1 - - - 1 
Christopher S. Rugaber 1 - - - 1 
Dhanusha Gokulan - - - 1 1 
Gall Russel Chaddok 1 - - - 1 
Gaurav Achipalaya 1 - - - 1 
Humma Hay 1 - - - 1 
IANS 113 95 93 81 382 
IANS/AFP 1 - - - 1 
IANS/AP - 1 - - 1 
IANS/PTI - - 2 1 3 
IANS/Reuters - 1 - - 1 
Ishtiaq All Mehkri - 1 - - 1 
Issac John - - 1 1 2 
Kathy Ceannon 1 - - - 1 
KT Web Team 1 - - - 1 
Kymberlee Fernandes 1 - - - 1 
Lekshmy P 1 - - - 1 
Manuel Mogato 1 - - - 1 
Muzaffar Ali 1 - - - 1 
N/A 10 - 2 7 19 
Nerha Mahmood - - 1 - 1 
Nilanjana Gupta 2 - - - 2 
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Nithin Belle 9 - - - 9 
Online 1 - - - 1 
Our Correspondent 7 - - - 7 
P.S Jayaram 6 - - - 6 
PTI 62 33 47 12 154 
PTI/AFP 1 - - - 1 
PTI/Reuters - - - 1 1 
PTI/Web Report 1 - - - 1 
Reuters 44 39 58 41 182 
Reuters/AFP - 1 1 - 2 
Reuters/AP - - 2 - 2 
Sarwat Nasir - - 1 - 1 
Staff Reporter 1 - 1 - 2 
Sujata Assomul - 1 - - 1 
Suneeti Ahuja - - 2 - 2 
Suneeti Kohli - 1 - - 1 
Sushmita Bose 1 - - - 1 
T.K Devasia 17 - - - 17 
Vishal Gulati/Shimla 1 - - - 1 
WAM 1 - - 4 5 
Web Report 15 25 118 38 196 
Web Report/PTI - 1 - - 1 
Web Report/Reuters/IANS - - - 1 1 
Web Team 2 3 - - 5 
Yousuf Saifuddin Kapadia 4 - - - 4 
Total 501 344 519 269 1633 




 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total 
AFP 70 53 44 15 182 
AFP/Reuters - 1 2 1 4 
AFP/WAM - - - 1 1 
Agencies 8 - 2 1 11 
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Alvin R. Cabral - - - 1 1 
AP 50 21 21 3 95 
AP/AFP 1 - - 1 2 
AP/Reuters 1 - 1 - 2 
AP/WAM - - 1 - 1 
Bernd Debusmann Jr. - 1 - - 1 
IANS 22 12 8 3 45 
IANS/AKI 1 - - - 1 
Issac John 1 - - - 1 
Kaleej Times - 1 - - 1 
KT Web Team 2 1 - - 3 
Kymberlee Fernandes 1 - - - 1 
Lujein Farhat - - - 1 1 
Mustafa Al Zarooni 2 3 3 - 8 
N/A 8 3 2 1 14 
Narl Najran 1 - - - 1 
Nilanjana Gupta 1 - - - 1 
PTI 1 4 2 - 7 
Qassim Abdul 1 - - - 1 
Reuters 37 44 20 13 114 
Reuters/AFP - 2 2 - 4 
Reuters/IANS - 1 - - 1 
Sahim Salim - - - 2 2 
Saman Haziq - - - 1 1 
Sarakshi Rai 1 - - - 1 
Shailesh Dash 1 - - - 1 
Sherouk Zakaria - 1 1 - 2 
SPA - 1 1 4 6 
SPA/AFP - - 1 1 2 
Staff Reporter 2 4 6 4 16 
Suad Hamada 4 - - - 4 
Team Khaleej Times - 1 1 - 2 
Tony Waker - 1 - - 1 
Waheed Abbas - - 1 1 2 
WAM 14 19 15 10 58 
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Web Report 27 22 26 19 94 
Web Team 2 - - - 2 
William Maclean/Marwa Rashad/Reem 
Shamseddine 
1 - - - 1 
Xinhua - - - 1 1 
Yousuf Saifuddin Kapadia 2 - - - 2 
Total 262 196 160 84 702 
Appendix 4 - Number of articles for each Author in MENA 
 
 
 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total 
Arts/Literature 3 - - - 3 
Aviation 27 23 50 23 123 
Crime/Justice 58 55 89 28 230 
Culture/Heritage 5 5 13 6 29 
Economy/Business 17 7 16 5 45 
Education - - 5 5 10 
Elections 37 2 - 1 40 
Entertainment/Lifestyle 27 2 16 7 52 
Environment/Health 39 14 33 20 106 
Internal politics 36 35 41 48 160 
International affairs 38 44 33 25 140 
Local/Society 114 78 154 53 399 
Military conflicts 28 8 11 5 52 
N/A - 1 - - 1 
Refugees/International Law 5 11 12 7 35 
Religion 3 - 2 4 9 
Science/Technology 20 15 22 14 71 
Special- Battle for White House 6 - - - 6 
Special- Ramadan 2019 - - - 1 1 
Special-India Elections 2019 - - - 2 2 
Special-India-Pakistan Standoff - - - 2 2 
Special-Pakistan-Election 2018 - - 1 - 1 
Special-Rohingya crisis - - 1 - 1 
Special-Trump Visa Ban - 2 - - 2 
Sports 2 2 2 - 6 
Terrorism 36 40 18 13 107 
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Appendix 5 - Number of articles for each Theme in International Area 
 
 
 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total 
Arts/Literature 1 - - - 1 
Aviation 7 2 2 3 14 
Crime/Justice 21 12 15 3 51 
Culture/Heritage 6 4 4 - 14 
Economy/Business 16 1 12 7 36 
Entertainment/Lifestyle - 2 1 - 3 
Environment/Health 2 5 4 3 14 
Internal politics 18 8 16 7 49 
International affairs 40 24 18 15 97 
Local/Society 42 16 25 15 98 
Military conflicts 40 33 40 8 121 
Special-Qatar crisis - - 1 2 3 
Special-Ramadan 2019 - - - 2 2 
Refugees/International Law 10 65 9 4 88 
Religion 3 1 5 7 16 
Science/Technology 2 2 2 3 9 
Sports 2 - - 1 3 
Terrorism 52 21 6 4 83 
Total 262 196 160 84 262 
Appendix 6 - Number of articles for each in International Area 
 
 
 Africa Americas Europe India International 
Arts/Literature - 1 - 1 - 
Aviation 2 29 24 31 - 
Crime/Justice 2 48 40 91 - 
Culture/Heritage 1 3 10 7 - 
Economy/Business - 14 7 12 2 
Education - 1 2 3 - 
Elections - 32 2 3 - 
Entertainment/Lifestyle 2 12 12 18 - 
Environment/Health 2 22 10 24 1 
Total 501 344 519 269 1633 
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Internal politics 6 35 31 42 - 
International affairs - 49 18 19 - 
Local/Society 8 80 80 127 1 
Military conflicts - 7 2 21 1 
N/A - 1 - - - 
Refugees/International 
Law 
2 17 4 4 1 
Religion - - 3 1 - 
Science/Technology - 26 19 19 - 
Special- Battle for White 
House 
- 6 - - - 
Special-India Elections 
2019 
- - - 2 - 
Special-India-Pakistan 
standoff 
- - - 2 - 
Special-Pakistan-Election 
2018 
- - - - - 
Special-Ramadan 2019 - - - - - 
Special-Rohingya crisis - - - - - 
Special-Trump Visa Ban - 2 - - - 
Sports - 1 2 1 - 
Terrorism 2 24 29 12 - 
Total 27 410 295 440 6 
















Arts/Literature - 1 - - - 1 
Aviation - 1 - - - 1 
Crime/Justice - - - - 1 1 
Culture/Heritage - - 1 - - 1 
Economy/Business - 1 - - - 1 
Education - 1 - - - 1 
Elections - - - - 1 1 
Entertainment/Lifestyl 1 2 3 3 - 8 
Environment/Health - 1 - - - 1 







































Appendix 8-Cross data between Countries/Areas and Themes in International Area 
 
 
Author Afghanistan Algeria Bahrain Egypt Iran Iraq 
Arts/Literature - - - - - - 
Aviation - 1 - 4 - - 
Crime/Justice 3 1 2 3 1 - 
Culture/Heritage - - - 4 1 1 
Economy/Business 1 - 2 2 4 - 
Entertainment/ 
Lifestyle 
- - - 1 - - 
Environment/Health - - - - 4 1 
Internal politics - 1 4 3 3 4 
International affairs - - 2 3 22 1 
Local/Society 1 - 2 8 8 3 
International affairs 1 1 - - - 1 
Local/Society - - 1 1 - 2 
Military conflicts - 4 - - - 4 
N/A - 1 - - - 1 
Refugees/International 
Law 
- 1 - - - 1 
Religion - - - - 1 1 
Science/Technology - 70 53 44 15 182 
Special- Battle for 
White House 
- 37 44 20 13 114 
Special-India 
Elections 2019 
- 1 - - - 1 
Special-India-Pakistan 
standoff 
- - - - 2 2 
Special-Pakistan- 
Election 2018 
- - 1 - - 1 





























Sports - 50 21 21 3 95 
Terrorism - 14 19 15 10 58 
Total 2 56 171 7 219 1633 
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Military conflicts 2 - 1 - 2 13 
Special-Qatar crisis - - - - - - 
Special-Ramadan 2019 - - - - - - 
Refugees/International 
Law 
- - 1 2 4 4 
Religion - - - 1 - - 
Science/Technology - - - 1 - - 
Sports - - 1 1 - - 
Terrorism 3 - 4 9 2 20 
Total 10 3 19 42 51 47 















Arts/Literature - - - - - - 
Aviation - 2 - - - 1 
Crime/Justice 2 - 3 - - 4 
Culture/Heritage 1 - 1 - - 1 
Economy/Business - 2 - - - 6 
Entertainment/Lifestyle - - - - - - 
Environment/Health - - - - - - 
Internal politics 1 1 - 6 1 2 
International affairs 3 2 3 1 - 5 
Local/Society - 1 3 1 - 7 
Military conflicts 2 1 1 - - 5 
Special-Qatar crisis - - - - - - 
Special-Ramadan 2019 - - - - - 1 
Refugees/International 
Law 
- 1 4 - 1 3 
Religion - - 1 - - - 
Science/Technology - - - - - 1 
Sports - - - - - - 
Terrorism 1 1 2 1 - 6 
Total 10 11 18 9 2 42 









































Saudi Arabia Somalia Sudan Syria Tunisia 
Arts/Literature 2 - - 1 - 
Aviation 25 - - 4 - 
Crime/Justice 2 - - 1 - 
Culture/Heritage 12 - - - - 
Economy/Business - - - - - 
Entertainment/Lifestyle 4 - - - - 
Environment/Health 13 - - 5 1 
Internal politics 27 - - 8 - 
International affairs 36 - - 6 1 
Local/Society 20 - 1 36 - 
Military conflicts - - - - - 
 Morocco Oman Palestine Qatar Region 
Arts/Literature - - 1 - - 
Aviation - 1 - 1 1 
Crime/Justice - 1 - 2 - 
Culture/Heritage - - - 1 - 
Economy/Business - 1 - 2 1 
Entertainment/Lifestyle - - - 1 1 
Environment/Health - 2 1 - - 
Internal politics - 1 - - 1 
International affairs - 1 4 5 4 
Local/Society - 7 5 3 5 
Military conflicts - - 13 - 4 
Special-Qatar crisis - - - 3 - 
Special-Ramadan 2019 - - - - - 
Refugees/International Law - 2 - 38 4 
Religion - 3 - - - 
Science/Technology - - - - - 
Sports - - - - - 
Terrorism 1 - - - 4 

















Appendix 12-Cross data between Countries/Areas and Themes in MENA 
 
 
 Turkey Yemen Total 
Arts/Literature - - 1 
Aviation - - 14 
Crime/Justice 1 - 51 
Culture/Heritage 2 - 14 
Economy/Business - 1 36 
Entertainment/Lifestyle 1 - 3 
Environment/Health - 1 14 
Internal politics 3 2 49 
International affairs - 3 97 
Local/Society 2 1 98 
Military conflicts - 18 121 
Special-Qatar crisis - - 3 
Special-Ramadan 2019 2 - 2 
Refugees/International Law - 3 88 
Religion - - 16 
Science/Technology - - 9 
Sports 5 - 3 
Terrorism - 2 83 
Total 16 31 702 
Appendix 13 - Cross data between Countries/Areas and Theme in MENA 
Special-Qatar crisis 1 - - - - 
Special-Ramadan 2019 11 - - 8 - 
Refugees/International 
Law 
11 - - - - 
Religion 6 - - 1 - 
Science/Technology - - - 1 - 
Sports - - - - - 
Terrorism 7 1 - 14 - 




Africa Americas Europe India International 
AFP 6 79 82 29 - 
AFP/Reuters - 1 1 - - 
AFP/Web Report - - - - - 
Afzal Khan - - - - - 
Agencies - 2 2 4 - 
Allan Jacob - - - 3 - 
Ambica Sadin - - 1 - - 
Angel Tesorero - - - - - 
ANI - 1 1 3 - 
AP 5 103 39 12 - 
AP/ IANS - - - - - 
AP/AFP - 3 2 - - 
AP/AFP/Reuters 1 - - - - 
AP/Reuters - - 1 - - 
APP - - - - - 
Ashwani Kuma - - - 2 - 
Asma Ali Zain - - - - - 
Azul Khan-Islamabad - - - - - 
Bernd Debusmann Jr. - 6 - - - 
Bikram Vohra - - - 1 - 
C.P Surendran - - 1 7 - 
Christian Science 
Monitor 
- 1 - - - 
Christopher S. Rugaber - 1 - - - 
Dhanusha Gokulan - - - 1 - 
Gall Russel Chaddok - 1 - - - 
Gaurav Achipalaya - - - - - 
Humma Hay - 1 - - - 
IANS 7 78 34 168 - 
IANS/AFP - - - - - 
IANS/AP - 1 - - - 
IANS/PTI - - - 3 - 
IANS/Reuters - - - - - 
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Ishtiaq All Mehkri - 1 - - - 
Issac John - - - 1 1 
Kathy Ceannon - - - - - 
KT Web Team - - - 1 - 
Kymberlee Fernandes - - - - - 
Lekshmy P - - - 1 - 
Manuel Mogato - - - - - 
Muzaffar Ali - - - 1 - 
N/A - 1 2 8 1 
Nerha Mahmood - - 1 - - 
Nilanjana Gupta 1 - - 1 - 
Nithin Belle - - - 9 - 
Online - - - - - 
Our Correspondent - - - - - 
P.S Jayaram - - - 6 - 
PTI 1 18 12 98 - 
PTI/AFP - - - 1 - 
PTI/Reuters - - - 1 - 
PTI/Web Report - - - - - 
Reuters 2 63 46 21 2 
Reuters/AFP - - - - - 
Reuters/AP - 1 - - - 
Sarwat Nasir - - 1 - - 
Staff Reporter - - - 1 - 
Sujata Assomul - - - 1 - 
Suneeti Ahuja - - - 2 - 
Suneeti Kohli - - - 1 - 
Sushmita Bose - - - 1 - 
T.K Devasia - - - 17 - 
Vishal Gulati/Shimla - - - 1 - 
WAM 1 1 - - 1 
Web Report 3 45 68 29 1 
Web Report/PTI - - - - - 


















AFP - 12 21 2 74 305 
AFP/Reuters - - - - - 2 
AFP/Web 
Report 
- 1 - - - 1 
Afzal Khan - - 23 - - 23 
Agencies - - 2 - 4 14 
Allan Jacob - - - - - 3 
Ambica Sadin - - - - - 1 
Angel Tesorero - - - 1 - 1 
ANI - 1 - - - 6 
AP - 10 7 - 39 215 
AP/ IANS - - 1 - - 1 
AP/AFP - - - - 1 6 
AP/AFP/Reuters - - - - - 1 
AP/Reuters - - - - - 1 
APP - - 5 - - 5 
Ashwani Kumar - - - - - 2 
Asma Ali Zain - - 1 - - 1 
Azul Khan - - 1 - - 1 
Bernd 
Debusmann Jr. 
- - - - - 6 
Bikram Vohra - - - - - 1 
C.P Surendran - - - - - 8 
Christian 
Science Monitor 
- - - - - 1 
Christopher S. 
Rugaber 
- - - - - 1 
Dhanusha 
Gokulan 
- - - - - 1 
Report/Reuters/IANS      
Web Team - 1 - 3 - 
Yousuf Saifuddin 
Kapadia 
- 1 1 1 - 





- - - - - 1 
Gaurav 
Achipalaya 
1 - - - - 1 
Humma Hay - - - - - 1 
IANS - 7 52 1 35 382 
IANS/AFP - - - - 1 1 
IANS/AP - - - - - 1 
IANS/PTI - - - - - 3 
IANS/Reuters - - - - 1 1 
Ishtiaq All 
Mehkri 
- - - - - 1 
Issac John - - - - - 2 
Kathy Ceannon - - 1 - - 1 
KT Web Team - - - - - 1 
Kymberlee 
Fernandes 
1 - - - - 1 
Lekshmy P - - - - - 1 
Manuel Mogato - - - - 1 1 
Muzaffar Ali - - - - - 1 
N/A - - 6 - 1 19 
Nerha 
Mahmood 
- - - - - 1 
Nilanjana Gupta - - - - - 2 
Nithin Belle - - - - - 9 
Online - - 1 - - 1 
Our 
Correspondent 
- - 7 - - 7 
P.S Jayaram - - - - - 6 
PTI - 2 20 - 3 154 
PTI/AFP - - - - - 1 
PTI/Reuters - - - - - 1 
PTI/Web Report - - 1 - - 1 
Reuters - 6 10 1 31 182 
Reuters/AFP - - - - 2 2 
Reuters/AP - - - - 1 2 
Sarwat Nasir - - - - - 1 





























Appendix 15 - Cross data between Author and Countries/Areas in International Area 
 
 
 Afghanistan Algeria Bahrain Egypt Iran 
AFP 2 - 4 7 19 
AFP/Reuters - - - - - 
AFP/WAM - - - - - 
Agencies - - 2 - 1 
Alvin R. Cabral - - - - - 
AP 4 - 2 9 7 
AP/AFP - - - 1 - 
AP/Reuters - - - 1 - 
AP/WAM - - - 1 - 
Bernd Debusmann Jr. - - - - - 
IANS 2 - - 3 3 
IANS/AKI - - - - - 
Issac John - - - - - 
Kaleej Times - - - - - 
KT Web Team - - - - - 
Kymberlee Fernandes - - - - - 
Sujata Assomul - - - - - 1 
Suneeti Ahuja - - - - - 2 
Suneeti Kohli - - - - - 1 
Sushmita Bose - - - - - 1 
T.K Devasia - - - - - 17 
Vishal 
Gulati/Shimla 
- - - - - 1 
WAM - - 2 - - 5 
Web Report - 17 7 1 25 197 
Web Report/PTI - - 1 - - 1 























































































Appendix 16 - Cross data between Author and Countries/Areas in MENA 
Lujein Farhat - - - - - 
Mustafa Al Zarooni - - - - 1 
N/A - - - 1 1 
Narl Najran - - - - - 
Nilanjana Gupta - - - - - 
PTI - - - 1 - 
Qassim Abdul - - - - - 
Reuters 1 1 5 5 13 
Reuters/AFP - - - - - 
Reuters/IANS - - - - - 
Sahim Salim - - - - - 
Saman Haziq - - - - - 
Sarakshi Rai - - - - - 
Shailesh Dash - - - - - 
Sherouk Zakaria - - - - 1 
SPA - - - - - 
SPA/AFP - - - - - 
Staff Reporter - - - - 1 
Suad Hamada - - 3 - - 
Team Khaleej Times - - - 1 - 
Tony Waker - - - - - 
Waheed Abbas - - - - - 
WAM - - 3 3 4 
Web Report 1 2 - 8 - 














Xinhua - - - - - 
Yousuf Saifuddin Kapadia - - - 1 - 
Total 10 3 19 42 51 
 
102  
 Iraq Israel Jordan Kuwait Lebanon 
AFP 16 4 1 3 1 
AFP/Reuters - - - - 1 
AFP/Wam - - - - - 
Agencies - - - - - 
Alvin R. Cabral - - - - - 
AP 10 4 3 2 2 
AP/AFP - - - - - 
AP/Reuters - - - - - 
AP/WAM - - - - - 
Bernd Debusmann Jr. - - - - - 
IANS 6 - - 2 - 
IANS/AKI - - - - - 
Issac John - - - - - 
Kaleej Times - - - - - 
KT Web Team 1 - - 1 - 
Kymberlee Fernandes - - - - - 
Lujein Farhat - - - - - 
Mustafa Al Zarooni - - - - - 
N/A 1 - - - - 
Narl Najran - - - - - 
Nilanjana Gupta - - - - - 
PTI 1 - - - - 
Qassim Abdul - - - - - 
Reuters 8 1 2 3 3 
Reuters/AFP - - - - - 
Reuters/IANS - - - - - 
Sahim Salim - - - - - 
Saman Haziq - - - - - 
Sarakshi Rai - - - - - 
Shailesh Dash - - - - - 
Sherouk Zakaria - - - - - 
SPA - - - - - 























Appendix 17 - Cross data between Author and Countries/Areas in MENA 
 
 
 Libya MENA Morocco Oman Palestine 
AFP - 9 1 1 14 
AFP/Reuters - 1 - - - 
AFP/Wam - - - - - 
Agencies - 2 - 1 - 
Alvin R. Cabral - 1 - - - 
AP - 5 - - 5 
AP/AFP - 1 - - - 
AP/Reuters - 1 - - - 
AP/WAM - - - - - 
Bernd Debusmann 
Jr. 
- 1 - - - 
IANS - 2 - - 1 
IANS/AKI - - - - - 
Issac John - - - - - 
Kaleej Times - - - - - 
KT Web Team - - - 1 - 
Kymberlee 
Fernandes 
- - - - - 
Lujein Farhat - - - 1 - 
Mustafa Al Zarooni - - - - - 
Staff Reporter - - 1 1 - 
Suad Hamada - - 1 - - 
Team Khaleej Times - - - - - 
Tony Waker - - - - - 
Waheed Abbas - - - - - 
WAM - 1 2 1 1 
Web Report 2 - 1 5 1 
Web Team 1 - - - - 
William Maclean, Marwa 
Rashad /Reem Shamseddine 
- - - - - 
Xinhua 1 - - - - 
Yousuf Saifuddin Kapadia - - - - - 























































Appendix 18 - Cross data between Author and Countries/Areas in MENA 
N/A - 4 - - - 
Narl Najran - - - - - 
Nilanjana Gupta - 1 - - - 
PTI - - - - 1 
Qassim Abdul - - - - - 
Reuters 2 3 - 2 2 
Reuters/AFP - - - - - 
Reuters/IANS - - - - - 
Sahim Salim - - - - - 
Saman Haziq - - - - - 
Sarakshi Rai - - - - - 
Shailesh Dash - 1 - - - 
Sherouk Zakaria - - - - - 
SPA - 1 - - - 
SPA/AFP - - - - - 
Staff Reporter - 2 - 1 - 
Suad Hamada - - - - - 
Team Khaleej 
Times 
- - - - - 
Tony Waker - - - - - 
Waheed Abbas - 1 - - - 
WAM - 2 - - - 
Web Report - 4 - 12 1 















Xinhua - - - - - 
Yousuf Saifuddin 
Kapadia 
- - - - - 
Total 2 42 1 19 24 
 
105  
 Qatar Region Saudi Arabia Somalia Sudan 
AFP - 9 - - - 
AFP/Reuters - 1 32 - - 
AFP/Wam - - - - - 
Agencies - 2 1 - - 
Alvin R. Cabral - 1 - - - 
AP - 5 - 1 - 
AP/AFP - 1 11 - - 
AP/Reuters - 1 - - - 
AP/WAM - - - - - 
Bernd Debusmann Jr. - 1 - - - 
IANS - 2 - - - 
IANS/AKI - - 9 - - 
Issac John - - - - - 
Kaleej Times - - 1 - - 
KT Web Team - - - - - 
Kymberlee 
Fernandes 
- - - - - 
Lujein Farhat - - 1 - - 
Mustafa Al Zarooni - - - - - 
N/A - 4 1 - - 
Narl Najran - - 4 - - 
Nilanjana Gupta - 1 1 - - 
PTI - - - - - 
Qassim Abdul - - 4 - - 
Reuters 2 3 - - 1 
Reuters/AFP - - 20 - - 
Reuters/IANS - - 2 - - 
Sahim Salim - - 1 - - 
Saman Haziq - - 2 - - 
Sarakshi Rai - - 1 - - 
Shailesh Dash - 1 1 - - 
Sherouk Zakaria - - - - - 



























Appendix 19 - Cross data between Author and Countries/Areas in MENA 
 
 
Author Syria Tunisia Turkey Yemen Total 
AFP 41 1 3 7 182 
AFP/Reuters - - - 1 4 
AFP/Wam - - - - 1 
Agencies 3 - - 1 11 
Alvin R. Cabral - - - - 1 
AP 15 1 3 5 95 
AP/AFP - - - - 2 
AP/Reuters - - - - 2 
AP/WAM - - - - 1 
Bernd Debusmann Jr. - - - - 1 
IANS 8 - 3 1 45 
IANS/AKI - - - - 1 
Issac John - - - - 1 
Kaleej Times - - - - 1 
KT Web Team - - - - 3 
Kymberlee 
Fernandes 
- - - - 1 
SPA/AFP - - 5 - - 
Staff Reporter - 2 2 - - 
Suad Hamada - - 6 - - 
Team Khaleej Times - - - - - 
Tony Waker - - - - - 
Waheed Abbas - - - - - 
WAM 9 3 18 - - 
Web Report 1 4 51 - - 














Xinhua - - - - - 
Yousuf Saifuddin 
Kapadia 
- - 1 - - 
























































Appendix 20- Cross data between Author and Themes in International Area 
Lujein Farhat - - - - 1 
Mustafa Al Zarooni - - 1 - 8 
N/A 2 - - - 14 
Narl Najran - - - - 1 
Nilanjana Gupta - - - - 1 
PTI - - - - 7 
Qassim Abdul - - - - 1 
Reuters 12 - 5 5 114 
Reuters/AFP - - - 1 4 
Reuters/IANS - - - - 1 
Sahim Salim - - - - 2 
Saman Haziq - - - - 1 
Sarakshi Rai - - - - 1 
Shailesh Dash - - - - 1 
Sherouk Zakaria 1 - - - 2 
SPA - - - - 6 
SPA/AFP - - - - 2 
Staff Reporter - - - - 16 
Suad Hamada - - - - 4 
Team Khaleej Times - - - - 2 
Tony Waker 1 - - - 1 
Waheed Abbas - - - 1 - 
WAM 1 - 1 9 58 
Web Report 1 - - - 94 














Xinhua - - - - 1 
Yousuf Saifuddin 
Kapadia 
- - - - 2 
Total 85 2 16 31 702 
 
108  
 Arts/Literature Aviation Crime/Justice 
AFP 2 19 33 
AFP/Reuters - - - 
AFP/Web Report - - - 
Afzal Khan - - 5 
Agencies - - - 
Allan Jacob - - - 
Ambica Sadin - - - 
Angel Tesorero - 1 - 
ANI - 2 - 
AP - 25 27 
AP/ IANS - - - 
AP/AFP - - - 
AP/AFP/Reuters - - - 
AP/Reuters - - - 
APP - - 1 
Ashwani Kumar - - - 
Asma Ali Zain - - 1 
Azul Khan - - - 
Bernd Debusmann Jr. - - - 
Bikram Vohra - - - 
C.P Surendran - - 2 
Christian Science Monitor - - - 
Christopher S. Rugaber - - - 
Dhanusha Gokulan - 1 - 
Gall Russel Chaddok - - - 
Gaurav Achipalaya - - - 
Humma Hay - - - 
IANS 1 21 65 
IANS/AFP - - - 
IANS/AP - - 1 
IANS/PTI - - 1 
IANS/Reuters - - - 
Ishtiaq All Mehkri - - - 
109  
Issac John - - - 
Kathy Ceannon - - - 
KT Web Team - - - 
Kymberlee Fernandes - - - 
Lekshmy P - - - 
Manuel Mogato - - - 
Muzaffar Ali - - - 
N/A - 1 3 
Nerha Mahmood - - - 
Nilanjana Gupta - - - 
Nithin Belle - - 1 
Online - - - 
Our Correspondent - - 1 
P.S Jayaram - - - 
PTI - 16 37 
PTI/AFP - - - 
PTI/Reuters - - - 
PTI/Web Report - - - 
Reuters - 15 20 
Reuters/AFP - - - 
Reuters/AP - - - 
Sarwat Nasir - - - 
Staff Reporter - - - 
Sujata Assomul - - - 
Suneeti Ahuja - - - 
Suneeti Kohli - - - 
Sushmita Bose - - - 
T.K Devasia - - 4 
Vishal Gulati/Shimla - - - 
WAM - - - 
Web Report - 21 25 
Web Report/PTI - - - 
Web Report/Reuters/IANS - - - 















AFP 8 7 2 3 
AFP/Reuters - - - - 
AFP/Web Report - - - - 
Afzal Khan - 3 - 2 
Agencies - 1 - 1 
Allan Jacob 1 - - - 
Ambica Sadin 1 - - - 
Angel Tesorero - - - - 
ANI - - 1 - 
AP 4 3 1 7 
AP/ IANS - - - - 
AP/AFP - - - - 
AP/AFP/Reuters - - - - 
AP/Reuters - - - - 
APP - - - - 
Ashwani Kumar - - - - 
Asma Ali Zain - - - - 
Azul Khan - - - - 
Bernd Debusmann Jr. - - - 1 
Bikram Vohra - - - - 
C.P Surendran 1 - - - 
Christian Science Monitor - - - 1 
Christopher S. Rugaber - 1 - - 
Dhanusha Gokulan - - - - 
Gall Russel Chaddok - - - 1 
Gaurav Achipalaya - - - - 
Humma Hay - - - 1 
IANS 5 5 - 8 
Yousuf Saifuddin Kapadia - - 2 
Total 3 123 230 
 
111  
IANS/AFP - - - - 
IANS/AP - - - - 
IANS/PTI - - - - 
IANS/Reuters - - - - 
Ishtiaq All Mehkri - 1 - - 
Issac John - 1 - - 
Kathy Ceannon - - - - 
KT Web Team - - - - 
Kymberlee Fernandes - - - - 
Lekshmy P - - - - 
Manuel Mogato - - - - 
Muzaffar Ali - 1 - - 
N/A - - - 1 
Nerha Mahmood - - - - 
Nilanjana Gupta - - - - 
Nithin Belle - 1 - - 
Online - - - - 
Our Correspondent - 1 - - 
P.S Jayaram 1 - - - 
PTI 1 3 2 5 
PTI/AFP - - - - 
PTI/Reuters - - - - 
PTI/Web Report - - - - 
Reuters 3 9 - 7 
Reuters/AFP - - - - 
Reuters/AP - - - - 
Sarwat Nasir - - - - 
Staff Reporter - - - - 
Sujata Assomul 1 - - - 
Suneeti Ahuja - - - - 
Suneeti Kohli - 1 - - 
Sushmita Bose - - - - 
T.K Devasia - 1 - 2 


















 Entertainment/ Lifestyle Environment/ Health 
AFP 8 19 
AFP/Reuters - - 
AFP/Web Report - - 
Afzal Khan - - 
Agencies - 1 
Allan Jacob 1 - 
Ambica Sadin - - 
Angel Tesorero - - 
ANI - - 
AP 4 18 
AP/ IANS - - 
AP/AFP - - 
AP/AFP/Reuters - - 
AP/Reuters - - 
APP - - 
Ashwani Kumar - - 
Asma Ali Zain - - 
Azul Khan - - 
Bernd Debusmann Jr. - - 
Bikram Vohra - - 
C.P Surendran - 1 
Christian Science Monitor - - 
Christopher S. Rugaber - - 
Dhanusha Gokulan - - 
WAM - - - - 
Web Report 3 6 4 - 
Web Report/PTI - - - - 
Web Report/Reuters/IANS - - - - 
Web Team - - - - 
Yousuf Saifuddin Kapadia - - - - 
Total 29 45 10 40 
 
113  
Gall Russel Chaddok - - 
Gaurav Achipalaya - - 
Humma Hay - - 
IANS 14 34 
IANS/AFP - 1 
IANS/AP - - 
IANS/PTI - - 
IANS/Reuters - - 
Ishtiaq All Mehkri - - 
Issac John - - 
Kathy Ceannon - - 
KT Web Team - - 
Kymberlee Fernandes 1 - 
Lekshmy P - - 
Manuel Mogato - - 
Muzaffar Ali - - 
N/A 1 1 
Nerha Mahmood 1 - 
Nilanjana Gupta - - 
Nithin Belle - 2 
Online - - 
Our Correspondent 2 - 
P.S Jayaram - - 
PTI 7 4 
PTI/AFP - - 
PTI/Reuters - - 
PTI/Web Report - - 
Reuters 5 20 
Reuters/AFP - 1 
Reuters/AP - - 
Sarwat Nasir - - 
Staff Reporter - 1 
Sujata Assomul - - 





















Appendix 23- Cross data between Author and Themes in International Area 
 
 
 Internal politics International affairs 
AFP 28 35 
AFP/Reuters 1 - 
AFP/Web Report - - 
Afzal Khan 5 3 
Agencies - 2 
Allan Jacob - - 
Ambica Sadin - - 
Angel Tesorero - - 
ANI - - 
AP 13 18 
AP/ IANS 1 - 
AP/AFP 1 - 
AP/AFP/Reuters 1 - 
AP/Reuters - - 
APP 2 - 
Ashwani Kumar 2 - 
Asma Ali Zain - - 
Azul Khan 1 - 
Bernd Debusmann Jr. - - 
Bikram Vohra - 1 
Suneeti Kohli - - 
Sushmita Bose - - 
T.K Devasia 2 - 
Vishal Gulati/Shimla - - 
WAM - 1 
Web Report 6 1 
Web Report/PTI - - 
Web Report/Reuters/IANS - 1 
Web Team - - 
Yousuf Saifuddin Kapadia - - 
Total 52 106 
 
115  
C.P Surendran - - 
Christian Science Monitor - - 
Christopher S. Rugaber - - 
Dhanusha Gokulan - - 
Gall Russel Chaddok - - 
Gaurav Achipalaya - 1 
Humma Hay - - 
IANS 37 40 
IANS/AFP - - 
IANS/AP - - 
IANS/PTI - - 
IANS/Reuters - - 
Ishtiaq All Mehkri - - 
Issac John 1 - 
Kathy Ceannon - - 
KT Web Team - - 
Kymberlee Fernandes - - 
Lekshmy P - - 
Manuel Mogato - 1 
Muzaffar Ali - - 
N/A 3 - 
Nerha Mahmood - - 
Nilanjana Gupta - - 
Nithin Belle 1 - 
Online 1 - 
Our Correspondent 2 - 
P.S Jayaram - - 
PTI 14 14 
PTI/AFP - - 
PTI/Reuters - - 
PTI/Web Report - 1 
Reuters 33 18 
Reuters/AFP - 1 





























Appendix 24- Cross data between Author and Themes in International Area 
 
 
 Local/Society Military conflicts N/A 
AFP 66 10 1 
AFP/Reuters 1 - - 
AFP/Web Report 1 - - 
Afzal Khan 2 - - 
Agencies 4 1 - 
Allan Jacob - - - 
Ambica Sadin - - - 
Angel Tesorero - - - 
ANI 2 1 - 
AP 51 9 - 
AP/ IANS - - - 
AP/AFP 2 - - 
AP/AFP/Reuters - - - 
AP/Reuters - - - 
APP 2 - - 
Ashwani Kumar - - - 
Sarwat Nasir - - 
Staff Reporter - - 
Sujata Assomul - - 
Suneeti Ahuja - 1 
Suneeti Kohli - - 
Sushmita Bose - - 
T.K Devasia 5 - 
Vishal Gulati/Shimla - - 
WAM - 2 
Web Report 6 - 




Web Team - 1 
Yousuf Saifuddin Kapadia - - 
Total 160 140 
 
117  
Asma Ali Zain - - - 
Azul Khan - - - 
Bernd Debusmann Jr. - - - 
Bikram Vohra - - - 
C.P Surendran 3 - - 
Christian Science Monitor - - - 
Christopher S. Rugaber - - - 
Dhanusha Gokulan - - - 
Gall Russel Chaddok - - - 
Gaurav Achipalaya - - - 
Humma Hay - - - 
IANS 70 14 - 
IANS/AFP - - - 
IANS/AP - - - 
IANS/PTI 2 - - 
IANS/Reuters - - - 
Ishtiaq All Mehkri - - - 
Issac John - - - 
Kathy Ceannon - - - 
KT Web Team 1 - - 
Kymberlee Fernandes - - - 
Lekshmy P 1 - - 
Manuel Mogato - - - 
Muzaffar Ali - - - 
N/A 3 4 - 
Nerha Mahmood - - - 
Nilanjana Gupta 1 - - 
Nithin Belle 4 - - 
Online - - - 
Our Correspondent 1 - - 
P.S Jayaram 3 2 - 
PTI 32 3 - 
PTI/AFP 1 - - 











































AFP 9 2 15 
AFP/Reuters - - - 
AFP/Web Report - - - 
Afzal Khan - - 2 
Agencies - 1 1 
Allan Jacob - - - 
Ambica Sadin - - - 
Angel Tesorero - - - 
ANI - - - 
AP 5 1 9 
AP/ IANS - - - 
AP/AFP 1 - - 
PTI/Web Report - - - 
Reuters 27 6 - 
Reuters/AFP - - - 
Reuters/AP - - - 
Sarwat Nasir - - - 
Staff Reporter - - - 
Sujata Assomul - - - 
Suneeti Ahuja - - - 
Suneeti Kohli - - - 
Sushmita Bose - - - 
T.K Devasia 3 - - 
Vishal Gulati/Shimla 1 - - 
WAM - 1 - 
Web Report 110 1 - 
Web Report/PTI - - - 
Web Report/Reuters/IANS - - - 
Web Team 2 - - 
Yousuf Saifuddin Kapadia 2 - - 
Total 399 52 - 
 
119  
AP/AFP/Reuters - - - 
AP/Reuters - - - 
APP - - - 
Ashwani Kumar - - - 
Asma Ali Zain - - - 
Azul Khan - - - 
Bernd Debusmann Jr. - - - 
Bikram Vohra - - - 
C.P Surendran - - - 
Christian Science Monitor - - - 
Christopher S. Rugaber - - - 
Dhanusha Gokulan - - - 
Gall Russel Chaddok - - - 
Gaurav Achipalaya - - - 
Humma Hay - - - 
IANS 5 2 24 
IANS/AFP - - - 
IANS/AP - - - 
IANS/PTI - - - 
IANS/Reuters - - - 
Ishtiaq All Mehkri - - - 
Issac John - - - 
Kathy Ceannon - - - 
KT Web Team - - - 
Kymberlee Fernandes - - - 
Lekshmy P - - - 
Manuel Mogato - - - 
Muzaffar Ali - - - 
N/A 1 - - 
Nerha Mahmood - - - 
Nilanjana Gupta 1 - - 
Nithin Belle - - - 
Online - - - 





















































AFP - 1 - 
AFP/Reuters - - - 
AFP/Web Report - - - 
Afzal Khan - - - 
Agencies - - - 
Allan Jacob - 1 - 
Ambica Sadin - - - 
P.S Jayaram - - - 
PTI 7 - 6 
PTI/AFP - - - 
PTI/Reuters - - - 
PTI/Web Report - - - 
Reuters 2 - 7 
Reuters/AFP - - - 
Reuters/AP - - - 
Sarwat Nasir - - 1 
Staff Reporter - - 1 
Sujata Assomul - - - 
Suneeti Ahuja - - 1 
Suneeti Kohli - - - 
Sushmita Bose - 1 - 
T.K Devasia - - - 
Vishal Gulati/Shimla - - - 
WAM 1 - - 
Web Report 3 3 4 
Web Report/PTI - - - 
Web Report/Reuters/IANS - - - 
Web Team - - - 
Yousuf Saifuddin Kapadia - - - 
Total 35 9 71 
 
121  
Angel Tesorero - - - 
ANI - - - 
AP - - - 
AP/ IANS - - - 
AP/AFP - - - 
AP/AFP/Reuters - - - 
AP/Reuters - - - 
APP - - - 
Ashwani Kumar - - - 
Asma Ali Zain - - - 
Azul Khan - - - 
Bernd Debusmann Jr. 5 - - 
Bikram Vohra - - - 
C.P Surendran - - - 
Christian Science 
Monitor 
- - - 
Christopher S. Rugaber - - - 
Dhanusha Gokulan - - - 
Gall Russel Chaddok - - - 
Gaurav Achipalaya - - - 
Humma Hay - - - 
IANS - - 1 
IANS/AFP - - - 
IANS/AP - - - 
IANS/PTI - - - 
IANS/Reuters - - - 
Ishtiaq All Mehkri - - - 
Issac John - - - 
Kathy Ceannon - - - 
KT Web Team - - - 
Kymberlee Fernandes - - - 
Lekshmy P - - - 
Manuel Mogato - - - 






















































Appendix 27- Cross data between Author and Themes in International Area 
N/A - 1 - 
Nerha Mahmood  1 - 
Nilanjana Gupta - - - 
Nithin Belle - - - 
Online - - - 
Our Correspondent  2 - 
P.S Jayaram - - - 
PTI 1 7 - 
PTI/AFP - - - 
PTI/Reuters - - - 
PTI/Web Report - - - 
Reuters - 5 1 
Reuters/AFP - - - 
Reuters/AP - - - 
Sarwat Nasir - - - 
Staff Reporter - - - 
Sujata Assomul - - - 
Suneeti Ahuja - - - 
Suneeti Kohli - - - 
Sushmita Bose - - - 
T.K Devasia . 2 - 
Vishal Gulati/Shimla - - - 
WAM - - - 
Web Report - 6 - 
Web Report/PTI - - - 
Web 
Report/Reuters/IANS 
- - - 
Web Team - - - 
Yousuf Saifuddin 
Kapadia 
- - - 











AFP - - 1 
AFP/Reuters - - - 
AFP/Web Report - - - 
Afzal Khan - - - 
Agencies - - - 
Allan Jacob - - - 
Ambica Sadin - - - 
Angel Tesorero - - - 
ANI - - - 
AP - - - 
AP/ IANS - - - 
AP/AFP - - - 
AP/AFP/Reuters - - - 
AP/Reuters - - - 
APP - - - 
Ashwani Kumar - - - 
Asma Ali Zain - - - 
Azul Khan - - - 
Bernd Debusmann Jr. - - - 
Bikram Vohra - - - 
C.P Surendran - - - 
Christian Science 
Monitor 
- - - 
Christopher S. Rugaber - - - 
Dhanusha Gokulan - - - 
Gall Russel Chaddok - - - 
Gaurav Achipalaya - - - 
Humma Hay - - - 
IANS - - - 
IANS/AFP - - - 
IANS/AP - - - 
IANS/PTI - - - 
124  
IANS/Reuters - - - 
Ishtiaq All Mehkri - - - 
Issac John - - - 
Kathy Ceannon - - - 
KT Web Team - - - 
Kymberlee Fernandes - - - 
Lekshmy P - - - 
Manuel Mogato - - - 
Muzaffar Ali - - - 
N/A - - - 
Nerha Mahmood - - - 
Nilanjana Gupta - - - 
Nithin Belle - - - 
Online - - - 
Our Correspondent - - - 
P.S Jayaram - - - 
PTI - - - 
PTI/AFP - - - 
PTI/Reuters - - - 
PTI/Web Report - - - 
Reuters - - - 
Reuters/AFP - - - 
Reuters/AP - - - 
Sarwat Nasir - - - 
Staff Reporter - - - 
Sujata Assomul - - - 
Suneeti Ahuja - - - 
Suneeti Kohli - - - 
Sushmita Bose - - - 
T.K Devasia - - - 
Vishal Gulati/Shimla - - - 
WAM - - - 
Web Report 1 1 - 










Appendix 28- Cross data between Author and Themes in International Area 
 
 
 Special- Trump 
Visa Ban 
Sports Terrorism Total 
AFP - 1 35 305 
AFP/Reuters - - - 2 
AFP/Web Report - - - 1 
Afzal Khan - - 1 23 
Agencies - - 2 14 
Allan Jacob - - - 3 
Ambica Sadin - - - 1 
Angel Tesorero - - - 1 
ANI - - - 6 
AP - 1 19 215 
AP/ IANS - - - 1 
AP/AFP - 1 1 6 
AP/AFP/Reuters - - - 1 
AP/Reuters - - 1 1 
APP - - - 5 
Ashwani Kumar - - - 2 
Asma Ali Zain - - - 1 
Azul Khan - - - 1 
Bernd Debusmann Jr. - - - 6 
Bikram Vohra - - - 1 
C.P Surendran - - 1 8 
Christian Science Monitor - - - 1 
Christopher S. Rugaber - - - 1 
Dhanusha Gokulan - - - 1 
Gall Russel Chaddok - - - 1 
Gaurav Achipalaya - - - 1 
Web 
Report/Reuters/IANS 
- - - 
Web Team - - - 
Yousuf Saifuddin 
Kapadia 
- - - 
Total 1 - 1 
 
126  
Humma Hay - - - 1 
IANS 1 1 34 382 
IANS/AFP - - - 1 
IANS/AP - - - 1 
IANS/PTI - - - 3 
IANS/Reuters - - 1 1 
Ishtiaq All Mehkri - - - 1 
Issac John - - - 2 
Kathy Ceannon - - 1 1 
KT Web Team - - - 1 
Kymberlee Fernandes - - - 1 
Lekshmy P - - - 1 
Manuel Mogato - - - 1 
Muzaffar Ali - - - 1 
N/A - - 1 19 
Nerha Mahmood - - - 1 
Nilanjana Gupta - - - 2 
Nithin Belle - - - 9 
Online - - - 1 
Our Correspondent - - - 7 
P.S Jayaram - - - 6 
PTI - - 2 154 
PTI/AFP - - - 1 
PTI/Reuters - - - 1 
PTI/Web Report - - - 1 
Reuters 1 - 8 182 
Reuters/AFP - - - 2 
Reuters/AP - - - 2 
Sarwat Nasir - - - 1 
Staff Reporter - - - 2 
Sujata Assomul - - - 1 
Suneeti Ahuja - - - 2 
Suneeti Kohli - - - 1 






























AFP - 1 12 4 9 
AFP/Reuters - - - - - 
AFP/Wam - - - - - 
Agencies - - - - 1 
Alvin R. Cabral - - - - - 
AP 1 3 10 5 1 
AP/AFP - 1 - - - 
AP/Reuters - - - - - 
AP/WAM - - - - - 
Bernd Debusmann Jr. - - - - - 
IANS - - 2 1 - 
IANS/AKI - - - - - 
Issac John - - - - 1 
Kaleej Times - - - - - 
KT Web Team - 1 - - - 
Kymberlee 
Fernandes 
- - - - - 
Lujein Farhat - - - - - 
Mustafa Al Zarooni - - - - 1 
N/A - - - - - 
Narl Najran - 1 1 - 3 
Nilanjana Gupta - - - - - 
T.K Devasia - - - 17 
Vishal Gulati/Shimla - - - 1 
WAM - - - 5 
Web Report - 2 - 196 
Web Report/PTI - - - 1 
Web 
Report/Reuters/IANS 
- - - 
 
1 
Web Team - - - 5 
Yousuf Saifuddin Kapadia - - - 1 

























































AFP - - 8 
AFP/Reuters - - 1 
AFP/Wam - - - 
Agencies - - 1 
Alvin R. Cabral - - - 
PTI - 1 - - - 
Qassim Abdul - - - - - 
Reuters - - 5 1 7 
Reuters/AFP - 1 - - - 
Reuters/IANS - - - - - 
Sahim Salim - - - - - 
Saman Haziq - - - - - 
Sarakshi Rai - - - - - 
Shailesh Dash - - - - 1 
Sherouk Zakaria - - - - 1 
SPA - - - - - 
SPA/AFP - - 2 - - 
Staff Reporter - 1 1 - 3 
Suad Hamada - - - - 2 
Team Khaleej Times - - - - - 
Tony Waker - - - - - 
Waheed Abbas - - - - 1 
WAM - 2 2 - 2 
Web Report - 2 14 2 3 














Xinhua - - - - - 
Yousuf Saifuddin 
Kapadia 
- - 1 - - 
Total 1 14 51 14 36 
 
129  
AP - 4 6 
AP/AFP - - - 
AP/Reuters - - - 
AP/WAM - - - 
Bernd Debusmann Jr. - - - 
IANS 1 1 4 
IANS/AKI - - - 
Issac John - - - 
Kaleej Times - - - 
KT Web Team - - - 
Kymberlee Fernandes - - - 
Lujein Farhat - 1 - 
Mustafa Al Zarooni - - - 
N/A - - - 
Narl Najran - - 1 
Nilanjana Gupta - - - 
PTI - - - 
Qassim Abdul - - - 
Reuters 1 1 18 
Reuters/AFP - - 1 
Reuters/IANS - - - 
Sahim Salim - - - 
Saman Haziq - - - 
Sarakshi Rai - - - 
Shailesh Dash - - - 
Sherouk Zakaria - - - 
SPA - - - 
SPA/AFP - - - 
Staff Reporter - - 1 
Suad Hamada - - - 
Team Khaleej Times - - - 
Tony Waker - - - 
Waheed Abbas - - - 




















Local/Society Military conflicts 
AFP 27 27 50 
AFP/Reuters 1 - 1 
AFP/Wam 1 - - 
Agencies 3 1 - 
Alvin R. Cabral - - - 
AP 11 10 17 
AP/AFP 1 - - 
AP/Reuters - 1 - 
AP/WAM 1 - - 
Bernd Debusmann Jr. 1 - - 
IANS 8 4 11 
IANS/AKI - - - 
Issac John - - - 
Kaleej Times - - - 
KT Web Team 1 - - 
Kymberlee Fernandes - 1 - 
Lujein Farhat - - - 
Mustafa Al Zarooni 3 1 - 
N/A - 1 - 
Narl Najran 1 3 1 
Nilanjana Gupta - - 1 
PTI 2 1 - 
Qassim Abdul - - - 
Web Report 1 5 3 
Web Team - - - 
William Maclean, 








Xinhua - - - 
Yousuf Saifuddin 
Kapadia 
- - - 



















































AFP 13 1 3 
AFP/Reuters 1 - - 
AFP/Wam - - - 
Agencies - - 1 
Alvin R. Cabral - - 1 
AP 11 1 - 
AP/AFP - - - 
Reuters 12 2 22 
Reuters/AFP 1 - - 
Reuters/IANS 1 - - 
Sahim Salim - - - 
Saman Haziq - - - 
Sarakshi Rai - 1 - 
Shailesh Dash - - - 
Sherouk Zakaria - - - 
SPA - 1 3 
SPA/AFP - - - 
Staff Reporter 3 4 2 
Suad Hamada - 1 - 
Team Khaleej Times 1 - - 
Tony Waker - - 1 
Waheed Abbas - - 1 
WAM 15 2 11 
Web Report 3 36 - 











Xinhua - - - 
Yousuf Saifuddin 
Kapadia 
- 1 - 
Total 97 98 121 
 
132  
AP/Reuters - - - 
AP/WAM - - - 
Bernd Debusmann Jr. - - - 
IANS 4 1 1 
IANS/AKI - - - 
Issac John - - - 
Kaleej Times 1 - - 
KT Web Team - - - 
Kymberlee Fernandes - - - 
Lujein Farhat - - - 
Mustafa Al Zarooni 3 - - 
N/A - - - 
Narl Najran 1 - - 
Nilanjana Gupta - - - 
PTI 2 - - 
Qassim Abdul - - - 
Reuters 26 - - 
Reuters/AFP 1 - - 
Reuters/IANS - - - 
Sahim Salim - 2 - 
Saman Haziq - 1 - 
Sarakshi Rai - - - 
Shailesh Dash - - - 
Sherouk Zakaria 1 - - 
SPA - - 1 
SPA/AFP - - - 
Staff Reporter 1 - - 
Suad Hamada - - - 
Team Khaleej Times 1 - - 
Tony Waker - - - 
Waheed Abbas - - - 
WAM 12 - - 
Web Report 10 10 2 


























AFP 1 - - 26 182 
AFP/Reuters - - - - 4 
AFP/Wam - - - - 1 
Agencies - - - 4 11 
Alvin R. Cabral - - - - 1 
AP - - 1 14 95 
AP/AFP - - - - 2 
AP/Reuters - - - 1 2 
AP/WAM - - - - 1 
Bernd Debusmann Jr. - - - - 1 
IANS - - - 7 45 
IANS/AKI - - - 1 1 
Issac John - - - - 1 
Kaleej Times - - - - 1 
KT Web Team - - - 1 3 
Kymberlee Fernandes - - - - 1 
Lujein Farhat - - - - 1 
Mustafa Al Zarooni - - - - 8 
N/A - - - - 1 
Narl Najran - - - 2 14 
Nilanjana Gupta - - - - 1 
PTI - - - 1 7 
Qassim Abdul - - - 1 1 
Reuters - - - 19 114 










Xinhua - - - 
Yousuf Saifuddin 
Kapadia 
- - - 










































Appendix 34- Cross data between Author and Themes in MENA 
 
 
 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total 
Aviation 1896 1 2102 3808 7806 
Crime/Justice 2018 1 1761 1450 5230 
Culture/Heritage 41 - 197 1118 1357 
Economy/Business 75 - 761 94 930 
Education - - 29 49 78 
Elections 38 - - - 38 
Entertainment/Lifestyle 371 - 220 710 1301 
Environment/Health 68 - 329 449 846 
Internal politics 222 1 995 4681 5898 
Reuters/IANS - - - - 1 
Sahim Salim - - - - 2 
Saman Haziq - - - - 1 
Sarakshi Rai - - - - 1 
Shailesh Dash - - - - 1 
Sherouk Zakaria - - - - 2 
SPA - 1 - - 6 
SPA/AFP - - - - 2 
Staff Reporter - - - - 16 
Suad Hamada - - 1 - 4 
Team Khaleej Times - - - - 2 
Tony Waker - - - - 1 
Waheed Abbas - - - - 2 
WAM 2 - - 4 58 
Web Report - 1 1 1 94 















Xinhua - - - 1 1 
Yousuf Saifuddin 
Kapadia 
- - - - 2 




























Appendix 35- Number of reactions per Theme in International Area 
 
 
 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total 
Aviation 17 - 98 97 212 
Crime/Justice 296 - 860 767 1923 
Culture/Heritage 272 - 8 - 280 
Economy/Business - 14 163 64 241 
Entertainment/Lifestyle - 1 8 - 9 
Environment/Health 12 1 83 132 228 
Internal politics 73 - 109 57 239 
International affairs 88 - 146 342 576 
Local/Society 2111 2 629 6533 9275 
Military conflicts 22 11 146 299 478 
Refugees/International Law 5 3 30 20 58 
Religion 8 1 1949 1737 3695 
Special- Qatar Crisis - - 27 806 833 
Special- Ramadan 2019 - - - 1054 1054 
Science/Technology - - 20 72 92 
Sports - - - 5 5 
Terrorism 171 1 130 42 344 
International affairs 3464 1 375 2834 6674 
Local/Society 1427 - 5575 5784 1278 
Military conflicts 507 - 552 87 1146 
Refugees/International Law - - 749 618 1367 
Religion 29 - 4 239 272 
Science/Technology 340 - 247 781 1368 
Special- Battle for White House 233 - - - 233 
Special- India Elections 2019 - - - 35 35 
Special-Pakistan-Election 2018 - - 163 - 163 
Special-India-Pakistan standoff - - - 588 588 
Special-Ramadan 2019 - - - 872 872 
Special- Rohingya crisis - - 4 - 4 
Sports - - 35 - 35 
Terrorism 94 - 155 2040 2289 




Appendix 36- Number of reactions per Theme in MENA 
 
 
 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total 
Afghanistan 1 - - - 1 
Algeria - - 253 1 254 
Bahrain 8 1 52 - 61 
Egypt 2 - 97 405 504 
Iran 5 - 46 230 281 
Iraq 329 1 20 44 394 
Jordan 4 - 6 138 148 
Kuwait 7 - 541 - 548 
Lebanon 9 - - 12 21 
MENA 184 - 123 908 1215 
Oman 258 - 682 706 1646 
Palestine 2 - 6 34 42 
Qatar 20 4 134 806 964 
Region 43 - 15 64 122 
Saudi Arabia 2052 28 2287 8614 12981 
Somalia - - 1 - 1 
Sudan - - - 20 20 
Syria 141 - 86 2 229 
Turkey 10 - 3  13 
Yemen - - 54 43 97 
Total 3075 34 4406 12027 19542 
Appendix 37- Number of reactions per Countries/Areas in MENA 
Total 3075 34 4406 12027 19542 
 
